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Christmas Vespers
7 p.m. | Saturday, 
December 12, 2015;  
2 p.m. | Sunday, 
December 13, 2015
St. Francis Center for 
Renewal

Marian Hall Night 
at the Races Event
6 to 11 p.m. | Saturday, 
February 6, 2016
Mount Assisi Convent

Mount Assisi 
Preschool Tea 
& Fashion Show
11 a.m. | Saturday, 
March 19, 2016
Mount Assisi Convent

2015 Spring Festival
12 to 5 p.m. | Sunday, 
April 24, 2016
Mount Assisi Convent

Fifth Annual 
Star Struck Gala
6 to 11 p.m. | Saturday, 
April 30, 2016
St. Francis Center for 
Renewal

Pittsburgh Jubilee 
Celebration
11 a.m. | Saturday, 
June 4, 2016
Mount Assisi Convent

Bethlehem Jubilee 
Celebration 
11 a.m. | Saturday, 
August 20, 2016
Monocacy Manor

Preschool & Marian 
Hall Golf Outing 
11 a.m. | Saturday, 
August 27, 2016
Pittsburgh North Golf Club

Coming Up sisters reach out during year-long observance

L     ast fall, religious around the world 
began a memorable year of letting 

others know who they are by the way they 
live. Pope Francis declared this year-long 
observance as the Year of Consecrated Life 
(YOCL). 

“Be witnesses of a different way of doing 
things, of acting, or living! It is possible to 
live differently in this world,” Pope Francis 
said. “Religious follow the Lord in a special 
way, in a prophetic way. It is this witness 
that I expect of you. Religious should be 
men and women who are able to wake the 
world up.”

“More important than the programs we 
attend is the witness we give to others by 
our actions and attitudes in our homes, in 
our places of ministry and in the market 
place,” says Sister Bernadine Marie 
Stemnock, provincial minister.

In each of the areas where our sisters 
minister, programs, activities and various 
services were held to build a stronger bond 
between religious and the laity: 

Pittsburgh, Pa.
Our Sisters in the Pittsburgh area took part 
in the Catholic Sisters Leadership Council’s 
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ABOVE: Many of our sisters from New Jersey and Eastern Pennsylvania took part in a celebration 
of the Year of Consecrated Life at St. Matthias Church in Somerset, N.J. Sisters Anita Kuchera, 
Barbara DeStefano, Georgette Dublino, Regina Ann Rokosny, Roseann Velas, Aurelia Cerny, Amata 
Shina, Marie Therese Sherwood, Patricia Brennan, Marie Glodava, Jean Makovsky, Rosemarie 
Bartnicki, Teresa Misyak, Maria Derecola, Ancy Francis and Rosaria Shina all attended. Also 
pictured is Sister Elizabeth O’Hara, RSM, delegate for religious in the Metuchen Diocese.

Consecrated LifeCelebratingMount Assisi Academy Preschool (MAAP) in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., is now enrolling children who are 
not quite 3 but would like to be introduced to school. 
The new Almost 3 program meets on Monday and 
Friday afternoons from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. As with all 
MAAP classes, the curriculum incorporates language 
development, social skills, art, math, reading 
readiness, fine motor skills and gross motor skills.

Offering kindergarten readiness in a  
caring environment since 1980,  
the preschool is a sponsored 
ministry of the School Sisters of  
St. Francis. Sister Eve Blostic  
teaches religion, and Sister 
Rosalia Giba works in the 
preschool office. To learn more  
about the program, contact  
Kathy Duncan, director, at  
kduncan@maapreschool.com or 
412-761-0381.

You can visit the preschool 
online at www.mtassisipreschool.org 
and also on Facebook.

Mount Assisi Preschool offers 
innovative ‘Almost 3’ program

Oplatky 
Available

Bring Eastern 
European tradition 
into your home for 
Christmas when you 
purchase oplatky, 
available before 
Christmas at Mount 
Assisi Convent. 
Packages of these 
traditional Christmas 
wafers are available 
at the main reception 
desk. Free-will 
offerings are accepted 
in cash or by check 
made payable to 
“School Sisters of St. 
Francis.” 
For more information, 
call 412-761-6004.

Take a bite out of the winter chill 
when you purchase delicious 
warmth through the weekly 
soup sale at Marian Hall Home 
in Pittsburgh, Pa. Various 
flavors are featured each week, 
including yummy varieties like 
Stuffed Pepper, Italian Wedding 
and Chicken-n-Dumpling to 
name a few. Soup is $5 per 
quart. Place your order before 
noon on each Thursday through 
April 16, 2016 by calling 412-
761-6004. Orders are ready for 
pickup on Friday afternoons.

Soup’s On!
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Donations In MemorySister Martina Antalek
Henry & Carole Sepulveda 

Sister Mercedes Benko
Ann Chawner

Rosemary Janik
Diane Panzak

Sister Audrey Berdis
Helen DiFalco

Lisa Bica
Robert & Lisa Stemnock

Walter Blair
Larry & Chris Golen

Frances Bomberger
Nancy Albright

John & Philomena Bracaglia
Cheryl Buttaro

Romana Coccia
Ellen Czekovsky

Gerald & Diane Deffobis
Sister Georgette Dublino

Jeannine Ferrante
Bob & Vivie Fitch

Patricia Flemming
Kevin & Donna Hennessey

Catherine Keck
Ronald Keener

Anna Kleinschuster
Sister Bonnie Marie Kleinschuster

Robert Land
Diane Murgia

Louis & Rosella Murgia
Lynn Murgia

Ralph & Geraldine Murgia
Anna Neri

Nina Piazza
Paul Ptak

Kathleen Rice
Tom & Louise Roberts

Mary, Tino & Dennis Rulli
Unberto & Marguerite Santoro
Children of Thomas J. Sharpe

Teresa Shaw
Betty Skokowski

St. Peter Claver & St. Pius V Parish
Rev. Gary & Linda Walbert

Sister Mary Martha Zammatore

Jack Chawner
Ann Chawner

Sister Susanne Cherney
Helen Tilgner

Mary Dobransky
Joseph & Joan Stelmack

Robert & Betsy Ann Swaditch

Sister Marcia Fidishun
Helen Bay

Karl & Valerie Bennett
Craig Ceol, Kersten Moyer & Family

Elizabeth Ceol
Charlotte Fidishun
Dolores Fidishun

John M. Fidishun & Family
Thomas & AnnaMarie Fidishun

Patricia Flemming
Thomas & Sharon Goetz

Deacon Reuben & Maryann Hartzell
Michael & Debbie Havrilla & Family

Grace & Marie Kelleher
Knights of Columbus-Trinity Council

Sylvia Kwiatek
Al Labonis
Mary Ley

Carol Lipsky
Barbara Miller

Sister Loretta Motko
Mark & Deb Neely

Robert & Judith Nelson
Susan Novak

JoAnne Pekarik
William, Tracey & Kaitlyn Powell

Roger & Johanna Rysz
Albert & Eleanor Schafield

Matt, Beth, Carina & Quinn Smith
Robert, Kathleen & Andrew Traina

Cristina Ventura
Clarice & Clare Vresk

Rev. Gary & Linda Walbert
John & Connie Wheary

Alex Gerwell
Annette Gerwell

Stanley Golen
Martha Leigh Rose

John Hunkele
Jimmy & Marie Alexander
Stanley & Kathy Duncan

Anne Hunkele
Family of Art Hunkle Sr.
Edward & Linda Hyde

Eileen Mann

Sister Gemma Jerabek
Joseph & Sharon Krug

Ernest Jacko
Kenneth Dawe

Valentine & Mollye Jacko
Christine Jacko

Helen Kralosky
Frances & Roger Dice

Sister Mary Helen Kovacic
Marie Dworsky

Sister Anna Mae Kuzma
Roger & Frances Dice

William & Mary Ellen Haynes
Michael Kuzma
Marilyn Moore

Sister Magdalene Lovrich
Rosemary Hutchinson

Rosemary Janik
Alberta Hromulak Kastelic

Mary Ley
William Rostich

Sarah Yagi

Sister Marcella Meluch
Paul & Teresa Allen

Sister Concepta Mino
Nancy Mayornick Gray

Sister Therese Sedlock
Norman & Mary Klassen

John Sheredy
Dr. & Mrs. Sheldon Kaffen

Dave & Barb Ruslander
Mrs. Florence Sheredy

Kevin & Anna Marie Shields

Sister Clementine Skalicky
Emil & Dorothy Skalicky

Sally Sneider
Art & Chrissie Avlon

Richard & Linda Belice
Peter & Joan Bellisario

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Bonk
James & Brenda Clark

Eleanor & Theresa Cordell
Marietta Daher

Mary Frances Donatelli-Kahn
Betty Donovan

Margaret Gabriel
Maureen Stack Galardi

Ellen Grivnow
Roseanna Lee Irwin

Arthur & Karen Lepovsky
Karen McKernan

Joseph & Chong Cha Merry
Thomas & Lorraine Miller

Lisa Moore
Sally Moore

Nick Parrendo
Antoinette Schipani

George & Nadine Stark
Daniel & Mary Ann Stefko

Susan Walat
Wesley Spectrum Services

Wilma Sonoga
Robert & Kathleen Dempsey

John & Kerry Gallick
Joseph & Joann Oven

Charles & Kathleen Stemnock
Jeffrey & Bonnie Taylor

Sister Immaculata Vavrek
Agnes Diroll

Raymond & Phyllis Diroll
Diane Panzak
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Donations In Honor
Jennifer Altemose & 
Suzanne Altemose 

Hollendar
Altemose Family

Sister Marietta Bankos
Mary Muller Bogle

Sister Bernadette 
Ann Bozak

Harry Shaw

Sister Pat Marie 
Buranosky

Bernard & Annette Buranosky
Richard & Sharon Fantazier

Margaret Hannan
Susan Krulce Hofrichter
John & Annette Kasper

Leona McCartney
Robert & Betty Munhall

Robert Nieder
John & Anne Rakszawski

Sister Cecilia Jacko
Anonymous

Sister Frances Jacko
Joseph & Sharon Krug

Sister Genevieve 
Mary Jurick
Donna Dolan

Frank & Juliana Walzak
Bill & Maryann Sullivan

Peter Zacharias
Sister Ruth Zacharias

Sister Doloretta Zugell
Marie Dworsky
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Spotlight Story

I n the spirit of St. Francis 
of Assisi, Sisters Anita 

Kuchera and Barbara 
DeStefano have set out 
to let more people know of 
God’s unconditional love for 
them through their new On 
the Road Ministry program. 

Both sisters have spent 
many years ministering to 
retreatants at St. Francis 
Center for Renewal in 
Bethlehem, Pa. Now the 
new program offers an 
opportunity for them to 
minister to many others 
whom they have never met. 

“Going on the road is an 
excellent means of meeting 
so many more of God’s 
people,” says Sister Anita.

The new program offers 
pastoral council retreats; 
parish missions; theological 
updates; Franciscan and 
women’s spirituality retreats; 
retreats on the Mystics; 
sacramental formation; 

On the Road Ministry

Sisters Barbara DeStefano and Anita Kuchera collaborate on a 
program for their new On the Road Ministry.

Life’s Healing Journey retreat 
that can be conducted over a 
weekend. It leads participants 
through an intense journey 
from hurt to forgiveness 
with the use of teachings, 
personal work, processing 
with direction, prayer and 
ritual. Another weekend 
program is focused on 
women’s spirituality and can 
be adapted for many topics. 
These and other retreats and 
programs can be presented at 
churches, schools and other 
venues.

Sister Anita has served for 
39 years in retreat ministry 
in many and varied roles, 
including as director for 33 
years. Sister Barbara has been 
in retreat ministry for 28 
years and pastoral ministry 
for five years. 

To learn more about the 
On the Road Ministry, its 
offerings and the ministry 
team, please visit www.
ontheroadministryosf.org. 

new program brings god’s good news to his people

liturgical ongoing formation; 
advent programs and Lenten 
retreats. 

The sisters are available 
to conduct morning or 
evening programs for parish 
groups, women’s guilds, 

choirs, students and other 
gatherings.

“This way we can bring the 
Good News to those who are 
unable to come to us,” says 
Sister Barbara.

Among their offerings is the 

The End of an Era
In the nearly 40 years since Mount Assisi 
Academy closed in 1978, Sister Frances Jacko 
(formerly Sister Theophane) has remained in 
touch with a dedicated group of alumnae who 
she refers to as “my girls.” They continued to 
come to Mount Assisi almost weekly for ceramics 
classes and a whole lot of conversation with their 
beloved former teacher, some even bringing 
their own daughters to take part. Upon Sister 
Frances’ retirement earlier this year, many of 
“her girls” came one more time to celebrate her 
90th birthday and give thanks for the lessons she 
has taught them about ceramics and life. At left, 
Sister Frances (wearing veil) and her sister, Sister 
Julia Jacko, are shown surrounded by alumnae.
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Celebrating the Year of Consecrated Life- O -
Cathy O’Brien
Loretta O’Hara
Anita O’Leary
Francis & Diane O’Malley
Catherine O’Neill
Edward Obuchowsky
Dr. H.N. Olewilder
Elaine Juhascik Oliver
Eileen Oliveri
Shirley Onacilla
Ellen Onofrey
Oravec Family
Joanne Osborn
Michele Oswald
Joseph & Joann Oven
Maryanne Oxford

- P -
Barbara Pabst
John & Donna Pace
Janet Pajak
Marcella Palko
Mary Pantoni
Diane Panzak

David & Lisa Pappert
Paragon Wholesale Foods
Sister Francesca Parana
Frances & Mary Beth 
     Parana
Nick Parrendo
Margaret Parrish
Robert & Nancy Pavlik
Joe Pavlik
Phyllis Pavlik
Dorothy Payne
Geralyn Payne
Stephen Pecuch
Casimir & Jane Pellegrini
Teresita Pena-Cuellar
Jorge & Kathleen  
     Perez-Lopez
Mary Petkervich
Francis & Bernice Petrarca
Rose Petro
Jody & Mary Pettis
Karl Pfeffer
PHA Interdiocesan Fund
David & Gail Pifer
Edward Pillar
Andrew Pingyar Sr.
Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG 
     Aquarium
Michael & Susan Pizur
Kelly Plovic
William Polak
Pauline Polding
Donna Poler
Sister Antoinette Popovic
Russell & Deborah 
     Poppleton
Marlene Porter
Patricia Potter
Edward W. Preskar Sr.  
     & Family
Anthony & Julia Prezioso
Dorothy Pudysz
Yvonne Pusateri
Carol Puz

- R -
Michael & Dorothy Rainski
Joe & Lynne Rajsteter
John & Anne Rakszawski
Juan & Rose Marie Ramirez
Salli Raub
Sara Raub
State Rep. Adam 
     Ravenstahl
Thomas Raymond
Anthony Reinish
Paul & Alice Reinsel
Caroline Renz
Philip Richwalsky
Raymond Riddles

Ralph Rieger
Annette Meko Rilling
Joseph Rock
Frederick Rogan
Cecelia Roman
Roman Catholic Diocese 
     of San Angelo
Anna Guerrero Romo
Martha Leigh Rose
William Rostich
Joseph & Lucille Rovnak
Sister Rose Ann Rovnak
Sisters Maria Assumpta 
     & Betty Ruza

- S -
David Sabol
Mary Sabol
Mary Sagosky
Barbara Saltern
Joe Sarscena
Carol Savage
Gloria Jones Savulchak
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Sawyer
Carolyn Goetz Schenk
Karen Schiavone
Antoinette Schipani
James & Dolores Schmidt
Charlotte Scholl
Daniel & Carol Sedlock
Edward & Anne Sedlock
Maureen Sekercak
Kenneth Senatore
Henry & Carole Sepulveda
Joellen Sexton
Joe & Sandy Sgriccia
Mark Sgriccia
Sister Marian Sgriccia
Tom & Connie Sgriccia
Harry Shaw
Gregory, Florence 
     & Elaine Sheredy
William & Nancy Silay
Rosemary Silay
Piera Simms
Sisters of St. Francis
Emil & Dorothy Skalicky
Dallas & Carol Slagle
Slovak Catholic Sokol
Mary Smith
D. Smith
Esther Smoulder
Society for the Propagation 
     of the Faith
Steven Solga
Louise Sotace
Rose Marie Spagnolo
Jennifer Sparling
Jean Spires
James Spisak

Loretta Spitz
Margaret Squiller
SS. Peter & Paul Byzantine  
     Catholic Church 
St. Ann’s Lodge No. 153
St. Francis Academy  
     Alumnae Association  
     (San Antonio, Texas)
St. Peter Claver & 
     Pius IV Parish
George & Nadine Stark
Nancy Stasiak
Daniel & Mary Ann Stefko
Joseph & Joan Stelmack
Stelmack Dobransky 
     & Eannace
Robert & Lisa Stemnock
Sister Bernadine Marie 
     Stemnock
Charles & Kathleen 
     Stemnock
Edward & Marian Stemnock
Step 2
Agnes Stephan
Monica Stetz
Mary Stofanak
Jim & Marcella Straka
Rev. Francis P. Straka
Edward Strisovsky
Bill & Maryann Sullivan
Anthony & Susan Super
Robert & Betsy Swaditch
Rev. John Sweeney
Dorothy Szykowny

- T -
Charles & Barbara Talaber
Charlotte Tancre
Louis & Debi Tate
Martina Tate
Tate Family
Jeffrey & Bonnie Taylor
Roberta Tedesco
Rose Teluch
Daniel & Mary Ann 
     Tempestini
Genevieve Thieret
Margaret Thomas
Thomas & Judith Thomasek
Bill & Annette Thompson
Helen Tilgner
Joan Timer
Natalie Tissot
Mary Ann Tkacik
Dolores Tonet
Marie Topper
Joanne Torruiso
Suzanne Towcimak
Kenneth & Carole Towcimak
Kathleen Traeger

Susan Tranquilli
Betty Trepanowski
Trimark S.S. Kemp
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Tuskan
Helen Tworzydlo

- U/V -
Judy Duman Uhler
Thomas Uhrin
Sister Jeanne Marie Ulica
Walter Ulica
Edward Unverdorben
Gloria Upavanage
John & Helen Verdon
Frank & Veronica Vertosick
Rocco Violi
Anthony & Theresa Vitacco
Philip & Rose Marie Volpe
Janet Volzer
Joanne Voytek
Robert & Kathy Vrabel
Dorothy Vrana

- W -
Susan Walat
Mark & Barbara Walczak
Walmart Foundation
Francis & Mary Lou Walters
Maureen Ward-Reath
Barbara Warner
Andrew & Patrice Wasilco
Bruce & Teri Waxman
Darwin & Bernice Weber
Nancy Him Weixel
Helen Rose Welgos
Wesley Spectrum Services
Larry White
Steven & Linda Whitener
Loretta Wiezorek
Thomas Wiley
Paul & Mary Willi
Monica Williams
Nina Williams
Robert & Julia Winkler
Debbie Wiseman
Patricia Wivell
Richard Wojciechowski
Nancy Weaver Wolf
Joe & Della Wolfe

- Y/Z -
Sarah Yagi
J.S. Yako
Loretta Yasher
Albert & Patricia Young
Manuel & Delia Zamora
Joanne Zaun
Joseph & Jacqueline Zaun
Jean Zigmond
Mary Ellen Zinn
Andrew Zurchin

Continued from Page 1

food drive last fall to kick off the YOCL, 
collecting more than 36 cartons of food 
for area food banks. 

Then in February, Mount Assisi Convent 
hosted an open house for family, friends, 
alumnae and local parishioners. The 
day included tours, program overviews, 
fellowship and a DVD presentation.

The sisters at Mount Assisi opened 
their doors again in September for a 
prayer service and social attended by 
alumnae, friends and sisters from other 
communities.

Somerset, N.J.
In February, Sisters Marie Therese 
and Sherwood, Maria Derecola 
attended a Mass celebrated by Bishop 
Paul Bootkowski at the Cathedral of 
Saint Francis of Assisi in Metuchen, N.J. 
Then in March, Sisters Bernadine 
Marie Stemnock and Rosaria 
Shina attended a dinner for religious at 
St. Augustine’s Parish in Kendall Park, 
N.J.

In April, Franciscan sisters in the 
Diocese of Metuchen gathered at St. 
Matthias Church for a Mass to celebrate 
the YOCL. During the liturgy, 26 
sisters renewed their vows. The event 
provided an opportunity for religious to 
bring the assembled people of God to 
awareness about the many facets of their 
consecrated lives as Franciscan sisters. 

Bethlehem, Pa.
Our Sisters in Bethlehem celebrated the 
YOCL with an open house at Monocacy 
Manor in February 2015. It included 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
and reflections on consecrated life by 
Father Dennet Jung, OFM and 
closed with Benediction. Everyone 
enjoyed refreshments afterwards.

Erie, Pa.
Sister Roselyn Kuzma carried 
a candle for the deceased of our 
community as the Diocese of Erie, 
led by Bishop Lawrence Persico, 
celebrated a Mass to open the YOCL 

and remember religious who died this 
past year. During the Prayers of the 
Faithful, the names of all deceased who 
had served in the diocese and died this 
past year were read aloud, among them 
that of Sister Anna Mae Kuzma. Our 
other deceased sisters were remembered 
in the Mass booklet.

Closter, N.J.
In May, a special liturgy to celebrate 
the YOCL was held at the Church of 
St. Mary in Closter, N.J., where Sister 
Georgette Dublino ministers.
Religious from the surrounding area 
were invited to attend. Following the 
homily, all sisters renewed their vows 
together in the sanctuary, and a special 
Alleluia was offered by the congregation. 
Parishioners prepared food for a 
luncheon that followed. “It was truly 
a delightful and joy-filled experience,” 
said Sister Georgette.

This September, Sister Georgette hosted 
a holy hour at St. Mary, which was 

attended by sisters from three different 
communities, about 15 laity and three 
children. Father Paul Cannariato, 
pastor, gave a homily centered around 
a new vision for the parish in an effort 
to rebirth it into the spirit of the new 
evangelization.

San Angelo, Texas
Our sisters in San Angelo, Texas took 
their celebration of the YOCL outdoors 
in July when people from the towns 
of Ballinger, Brownwood, Coleman, 
Winters, Olfen and San Angelo gathered 
at The Cross in Ballinger to participate 
in a prayer walk for vocation awareness. 
Following the walk, participants enjoyed 
music by Sacred Sound and heard 
representatives of different vocations 
share their stories. The event included 
a Eucharistic Liturgy by Father Hugh 
Wade and lunch.

Reading, Pa.
This fall, Sisters Rosemarie 
Bartnicki and Patricia Brennan 
represented our community at a bi-
lingual YOCL celebration at St. Peter 
the Apostle Church in Reading, Pa. The 
sisters greeted the people and answered 
thought-provoking questions about 
their call to religious life. “It gave us an 
opportunity to exhibit our joy in being 
called,” Sister Patricia said.

Through celebrations and gatherings, 
our sisters observed the YOCL as a time 
to look to the past with gratitude, live 
the present with passion, and embrace 
the future with hope.

Religious and laity joined forces in July to participate in a vocation awareness walk in San 
Angelo, Texas. Our sisters Kathleen Kudlac, Hilda Marotta and Adelina Garcia minister there.

Are You Interested 
in Religious Life?

Are you interested in religious life? 
Would you like more information 
about it? The School Sisters of St. 
Francis Vocation Team hosts several 
events throughout the year to offer 
women of all ages a glimpse of 
religious life. For more information, 
contact Sister Lorita Kristufek 
at 412-761-6004.

Stay in 
Touch!

We welcome alumnae and friends of our community to stay in touch with our Sisters by 
becoming a part of our regular mailing list. To be added or  to update an address, contact 
Nicole Knupsky at nbuchlmayer@schoolsistersosf.org or call 412-761-6004.

Visit Us Online 
www.schoolsistersosf.org

Gratitude  
is a  

flower  
that  

blooms  
in noble  

souls.
Pope Francis



Thomas & Mary McConnell
Patrick & Cindy McCullough
Arlene McGannon
Annabelle McGannon
Barbara McGuire
Kristen McGuire
Karen McKernan
Mary McMahon
Suzanna McMahon
Linda Meisner
Sister Anna Catherine 
     Melichar
Joseph & Chong Cha Merry
Metz Culinary Management
Diana Meyer
Catherine Miani
Mr. & Mrs. Edward 
     Michaylira
George & Laura Mihalik
Edward Mihalyi
Donna Milko
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Miller
Edward & Carol Ann Miller
Inez Miller
Kathleen Miller
Thomas & Lorraine Miller
Robert & Donna 
     Miltenberger
Patricia Minford
Dr. Aurora & Marietta  
     Miranda
George & Lynda Misyak
Michael & Tatyana Misyak
Henry & Margaret Mizgorski
Kenneth & Arlene Moeller
Lisa Moore
Marilyn Moore
Sally Moore
Thomas Mrochek
Deborah Giglio Mueller
Loretta Mullen
Madeline Mullen
Bernard Mulligan
Robert & Betty Munhall
Louis & Rosella Murgia
Gerry Murgia
Lynn Murgia

- N -
Vincenza Natale
Julia Nauman
Patricia Nebinger
Deb Neely
Jan Neitzel
Rachel Neverdale
Minh Nguyen
Robert Nieder
Edward & Nancy Norberg Jr.
Dee Dee Berard Noschese
Edward & Lenore Novak
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Sister Marie Glodava
Elaine Gloeckner
Ginny Goehring
Larry & Chris Golen
John & Patricia Gombita
Maray & German Gonzalez
Goodyear Tire Center of  
     Bellevue
Frances Goroncy
Stanley Goryl
Ralph & Shirley Graff
Nancy Mayornick Gray
Thomas & Dorothea Griffin
Martha Gritz
Ellen Grivnow
Rose Mary Gubser
George & Jean Guentner
Irma Guerrero
Andrew & Annamae Guff
Rev. Bernard Gully

- H -
Bernice Haig
Mary Hamas
Mary Hancock
Colleen Haney
Margaret Hannan
Hanover Township
Very Rev. Bernard Harcarik
Mary Harris
Deacon Reuben  
     & Maryann Hartzell
Calvin & Donna Hastings
William & Mary Ellen 
     Haynes
Rev. George Hazler
Linda Heil
Gregory & Adelaide Heist
John & Margaret Heist
Daniel & Pamela Heist
Constance Heller
Nancy Hirko
Lois Ann Hlavac
Susan Krulce Hofrichter
Mary Holland
Louise Holva
Paul & Sylvia Horvath
Edward Hozdik
Edward & Katherine 
     Hromulak
Albert & Helen Hromulak
Rev. Joseph Hulko
Anne Hunkele
Dr. Francis & Hilda Hurite
Charles & Gloria Hurlburt
Charles Husovsky
Rosemary Hutchinson
Nancy Hutt
Walter & Colleen Huysman
Edward & Linda Hyde

- I/J -
Roseanna Lee Irwin
Dennis & Jane Jacko
Christine Jacko
Ann Marie Janders
Lawrence Janicko
Rosemary Janik
Marian Yavorka Jobe
Andrew Jurick
Sister Genevieve Mary Jurick

- K -
Dr. & Mrs. Sheldon Kaffen
Cortney Kalfas
Helen Kamenar
Pamela Kametz
Mary K. Kapfer
Anthony & Patricia Kascak
John & Annette Kasper
Sister Geraldine Ann Kasper
Alberta Hromulak Kastelic
Mary Ann Kaylor
Mary Ann Kelemen
Charlotte Kelhart
Terese Keller
Maurice & Judith Kelly
Paula Kiernan
Walter & Diane Kimpton
Mark Kinsler
Joe & Jeanne Kipp
Helen Klapak
Michael Klapak
Norman & Mary Klassen
Anna Kleinschuster
Sister Bonnie Marie 
     Kleinschuster
Kleinsmith Family
Anne Kline
Ruth Anna Kloc
Clare Knapp
Evelyn Knapp
Veronica Knapp
Knights of Columbus 
     Bellevue Council 1400
Knights of Columbus  
     Trinity Council
Charles & Mary Ann Knoer
Michael & Pamela 
     Kochman
Virginia Kocis
Theresa Kolarik
Cordelia Kondas
Francis Kopczyk
Alfred & Elizabeth Kosman
Bernadette & Mary Ann 
     Kovach
James Kovalyak
Rev. Msgr. Robert Kozel
Jerome Krajci
Sister Lorita Kristufek

Joseph & Sharon Krug
Jim Kubalic
Rev. Edward Kunco
Sister Gracy Kundukulam
Thomas P. Kunsak Funeral 
     Home
John Kutch
Sister Anna Mae Kuzma
Paul & Fran Kuzma
Michael Kuzma
Kenneth & Elizabeth Kvartek

- L -
Raymond & Kate LaBuda
Ladies Pennsylvania Slovak 
     Catholic Union (Wilkes 
     Barre, Pa.)
Ladies Pennsylvania Slovak 
     Catholic Union Pittsburgh  
     District
Alexander & Lydia Lehner
George & Jayne Lemon
Arthur & Karen Lepovsky
Christina Lewandowski
Dolores Lezark
Jackie Liberatore
Margaret Libsch
Richard Lind
Lins Elevator Service Inc.
Richard Lintz
Joanna Prazko Long
Sister Magdalene Lovrich
Catherine Lunz

- M -
Maceyko Family
Louis & Mary Machovsky
John & Deborah Maciak
Ilva Madej
Joan Madeja
Patricia Mahler
Cynthia Maleski
Catherine Silay Mancuso
Sister Mary Manga
Maria Harriet Mangino
Eileen Mann
Helen Maracek
Margaret Marek
Nancy Markovich
Stephen Marsch
Dolores Marth
Paul Martin
Robert & JoAnna Matey
Barbara Matson
Bernie & Lena Matyk
Linda McAndrew
Robert & Doris McCarthy
Leora McCartney
Mary Riordan McCloskey
Joan McClure
Helen McComb

Patricia Fedorka
George & Mary Kay  
     Ferrance
Gregg Ficery
Kenneth Ficery
John Fidishun
Sister Marcia Fidishun
Constance Filopoulos
Clarence & Veronica Finch
First Catholic Slovak Ladies  
     Association Homestead  
     Branch 424
First Catholic Slovak Ladies  
     Association Pittsburgh  
     Okres
First Catholic Slovak Ladies  
     Association Senior  
     Branch 111
First Catholic Slovak Union  
     St. Michael’s Society  
     Branch
Mary Ann Fischer
Teresa Fitzgerald
Evangelina Flagmeier
Bert & Lois Fortier
Thomas Fowler
Rosalie Fragapane
Kathryn Novotny Franko
Sister Angeline Frantz
Nancy Freyvogel
Karen Friend
Diana Fries
Christine Burkley Fritts
Ann Fry
Linda Fulmer
Lucy Furgiuele Smith

- G -
Margaret Gabriel
Maureen Stack Galardi
Doreen Galie
John & Kerry Gallick
Rev. Leo Gallina
Armandina Garcia
Margaret Garner
John Gasdaska III
Judy Gasper
Msgr. James Gaston
Margaret Gaus
Anna Gaworski
Anthony Gazzolo
Annette Gerwell
John & Ruth Gesselberty
Johanna Giasi
Annette Giovanazzi
Donna Giovanazzi
Edward Glagola
James Glancy
Thomas & Margaret 
     Glassbrenner

St. Francis Center for Renewal

Retreats, Gala top 2016 calendar
St. Francis Center for Renewal, 
located at 395 Bridle Path Road 
in Bethlehem, Pa., offers private 
individual retreats and spiritual 
programming year-round. 
Upcoming highlights include:

Women’s Spirituality 
Weekend: Women of Mercy
January 8-10, 2016
Sisters Barbara Brown, Patricia 
Mahoney and Marguerite Stewart, 
along with Barbara Martell and 
Regina Bogle, will guide participants 
as they search for and discover 
the mercy within. Grow in mercy 
by choosing the path that calls 
us to develop and become a 
compassionate presence in the 
world. Become mercy by exploring 
how our lives become the reflection 
of our Father’s love and compassion. 
Cost: $160 to 170 per person

Choose Life: Openness 
to Change 
6:45 to 9 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 19, 2016
God, in His love, challenges us to 
recognize the need and opportunity 
for change in our lives -- changes 
that will lead to a fuller and more 
meaningful life. Sister Marguerite 
Stewart guides us through an evening 
of song, prayer, input and sharing as 
we try to look at life with new eyes. 
Cost: $25

Downsizing with St. Francis: 
When Less is More 
6:45 to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 24, 2016
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Good Friday Passion, and his ultimate 
victory over sin and death. Engage 
your heart, soul and senses as we 
explore the powerful and joyous 
liturgy of the Easter Vigil. Cost: $25

Day of Reflection: The Face 
of the Father’s Mercy
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, April 16, 2016
Pope Francis has declared a Jubilee 
of Mercy for the universal church. 
Jesus, the face of the Father’s mercy, 
embodies the whole mystery of the 
Christian faith. Bishop Ronald Gainer 
will guide a day of focusing our 
thoughts and prayer on God’s saving 
mercy. Cost: $45 (includes lunch)

A Journey into the World 
Within: Optimal Well-Being, 
Creativity & Possibilities 
6:45 to 9 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 19, 2016
As the created beings of a majestic 
Creator, there are many gifts that 
reside within us. The ultimate 
purpose of these gifts is to help us 
better know our Lord and to be of 
better service to His creation. Dr. 
Micah Sadigh guides this exploration 
of the power of creativity that resides 
in each of us and how to put it to use 
for the good of all. Cost: $25

Mary: Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 
6:45 to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 11, 
2016
One of the many titles 
given to Mary is Our 

Some 220 people attended the fifth annual Star Struck 
Gala and Silent Auction in May 2015 at St. Francis 
Center for Renewal in Bethlehem, Pa. The event shined 
the spotlight on the Knights of Columbus Trinity 
Council, as well as three exceptional women of strength: 
Sister Bonnie Marie Kleinschuster, Helen Husser 
Ballek and Bridget Farley Muehlenkamp. Attendees 
enjoyed a wonderful Italian dinner, dessert buffet, 
silent auction, raffles of distinctive prizes and A Knight 
to Remember theme. Several classes of St. Francis 
Academy also reunited, and our Bethlehem associates 
helped with the event. Homemade kiffles made 
with love by Sisters Loretta Motko and Marie 
Bernadette Kelleher were a hit among the guests.

The 2016 Gala will be held on Saturday, April 30. The 
event will feature the annual Women of Strength award 
(nominations accepted through November 30, 2015). The St. 
Francis Academy Classes of 1966, 1971, 1976, 1981 and 1986 
will celebrate their anniversary years of graduation.

Sister Marguerite Stewart (left) helps honoree Sister Bonnie 
Marie Kleinschuster with her wrist corsage.

Gala Offers Guests 
‘Knight to Remember’

According to historical records, it was on February 24, 1208 
that Francis of Assisi recognized his vocation while praying 
in the tiny church called “the Little Portion.” Sister Patricia 
Mahoney guides us as we look at ourselves and our world 
through the eyes of Francis and gain insights into simpler 
living and deeper prayer. Cost: $25

Prepare Your Heart for the Holiest Time of the Year 
6:45 to 9 p.m., Wednesday, March 16, 2016
Come journey with Sister Barbara Brown as we reflect on the three most 
profound days of the liturgical year. Prepare your heart and mind in a new 
and deeper way for the solemnity of Holy Thursday, the impact of Christ’s 

Lady of Perpetual Help, a name originating in the 15th Century. Through 
time, many have sought her help in their need. Join us as Sister Mary Xavier 
Bomberger, Dolores Castline and Claire Hintze share their unique stories of 
Mary’s influence on their lives. The evening will include prayer, sharing and 
our traditional May Crowning. Cost: $25

St. Francis Center for Renewal also hosts an ongoing 
Bereavement Support Group; a Health, Wellness & 
Spirituality program; and seasonal baking seminars. For 
more information on these or the programs above, visit 
www.stfrancisctr.org or call 610-867-8890.
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This summer, the School Sisters 
of St. Francis 2015 Jubilarians 
renewed their vows in celebrations 
held at both Mount Assisi Convent 
in Pittsburgh and Monocacy Manor 
in Bethlehem. Eight Jubilarians 
celebrated a combined 485 years 
of religious life:

• Sister Genevieve Mary Jurick | 
75th

• Sister Rose Ann Rovnak | 70th

• Sister Rosemarie Bartnicki | 60th

• Sister Rosalia Giba   | 60th

• Sister Marie Glodava | 60th

• Sister Elaine Hromulak | 60th

• Sister Marie Bernadette Kelleher 
| 50th

• Sister Denise Olshausky | 50th

The Jubiliarians extend their 
collective gratitude to all who 
played a role in making their 
celebrations so joyous.

School Sisters of St. Francis 2015 Jubilarians (back row from left) Sisters Elaine Hromulak, 
Rosalia Giba, Rosemarie Bartnicki, Marie Glodava, (front row from left) Genevieve Mary Jurick, 
Rose Ann Rovnak, Denise Olshausky and Marie Bernadette Kelleher.

Our 2015 Jubilarians

- A -
Dr. Tony Albertelli
Kathleen Alexander
Martina Alexander
Jimmy & Marie Alexander
Paul & Teresa Allen
Elva Alonzo
Altemose Family
Amarath Foundation
Evelyn Amoroso
Eleanor Anater
J. Anderson
Dr. Bernard & Janet  
     Anderson
John & Charlene Antalek
Stanley & Mary Ann 
     Anuszkiewicz
Warren & Sue Arleth
ATC Systems
Marilyn August
Art & Chrissie Avlon
AZ Nursery

- B -
Robert Backo
Al & Veronica Baker
Mary Baldwin
Margaret Barabas
Sister Electa Barlok
William & Theresa  
     Bartolotta
Rosemarie Batra
George Bauer
Helen Bay
Elaine Beck
William & Frances Beck
Joanne Bedillion
Cynthia Ann Bednar
Sandra Behr
Richard & Linda Belice
Mary Bellisario
Peter & Joan Bellisario
Kenneth & Rosemary 
     Bender

Elizabeth Benedetti
Linda Berardelli
Donna Berberich
Helen Berger
Bernardine Franciscan 
     Sisters
Karen Berner-Michaels
Madeline Bertucci
Betsy Ann Chocolates
Sam Biasucci
Patsy & Rose Billera 
     Foundation
Joyce Black
Bill & Mary Ann Blair
Donna Blasinsky
Sister Eve Blostic
Blostic Family
John & Paula Bobola
Joseph Bodnar
Mary Muller Bogle
Betty Bohatch
Sister Ann Margaret Bolf
Frances Bomberger
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Bonk
Lucy Bostick
Boston Beer Company
Roger & Marcelle Boulanger
Sister Bernadette Ann  
     Bozak
Barbara Bozak
Julie Brandeburg
Immaculate Brandi
Laura Brandt
Cheryl Brandt
Margaret Brassil
Florence Braszo
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Brink
Dorothy Brinzey
Brovina & Pudleiner LLC
William Brown
John & Rosemary Brown
B.F. Brown & Company
Clare Browne
Dr. Richard Brozewicz

Madeline Bruckner
Mary Bruno
Buch Electric Co.
Sister Karen Buco
Raye Budway
Thomas & Nancy Bular
Bernard & Annette  
     Buranosky
Sister Pat Marie Buranosky
Jack Buranosky
John Buranosky
Dr. Harry Burke
Joe & Pat Busovicki
Frank & Fran Busovicki
John & Laurie Busovicki
John & Rose Ann Busovicki
Busovicki Family
Dr. Meade & Dorothy Butler

- C -
David & Marlene Calcek
Joseph & Ellen Calcek
Theresa Hromulak  
     Cammarata
Capozzolo Family
Carnegie Science Center
Nancy Carroll
Sister Virginia Rose Carroll
Mary Carter
Joann Casciano
Philip Casella
Martha Cenkner
Caroline Centoram
Elizabeth Ceol
Mary Helen Cerna
Rev. Msgr. Michael Chaback
Mary Chamberland
Edmund & Carol Chandler
Ann Chawner
Elizabeth Chengery
Sister Grace Chermack
Rev. Stephen Chervenak
Mary Lynn Chesh
Natalie Chieffe

Children’s Museum of  
     Pittsburgh
Lucy Chua
Margaret Chudy
Norita Rohal Chyle
City Theatre Company
Elizabeth Clark
James & Brenda Clark
Patricia Caballero Clark
Classic Chevrolet
Bob & Lisa Clay
Mario & Donna Colaizzo
George & Andrea Cole
Robert & Ellen Colwell
Genevieve Swetonic  
     Congleton
Thomas & Madge Conmy
Eleanor & Theresa Cordell
Lynn Cosgrove
Jim & Jan Creedon
Laurette Cribbins
Sister Virginia Cummings
Terry & Deborah  
     Cunningham
Bob Cvelbar
William Cypher

- D -
Marietta Daher
Margaret Daniels
Donald & Deborah Danter
Kathy & Zdravko Dario
Judy Parenti Davco
Carol Davis
Elsie Davis
Kenneth Dawe
Howard & Gloria Dawson
Deborah Day
John & Mary Ann Debellis
Dr. John DeBonis
Claire DeFazio
Larry & Marsha DeJane
Rudy & Janie Delgado
Edward Delluva

Our Donors
It is with deep gratitude that we acknowledge and thank you, our 
generous donors, for your contributions. Only with your help are we able 
to continue our ministries. Therefore, you share with us in spreading the 
Gospel and building up God’s Kingdom. Thank you for your support, 
and may God continue to bless you.

Please note that 
this listing includes 
donations received 

between July 1, 2014 
and June 30, 2015.
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Bernadette Hromulak  
     Demay
Robert & Kathleen Dempsey
Roger & Frances Dice
Helen DiFalco
Agnes Diroll
Raymond & Phyllis Diroll
Vincent Doddy
Donna Dolan
Martha Dolinich
Victoria Dolinich
Mary Frances Donatelli- 
     Kahn
George & Donna Donhauser
Betty Donovan
Annamarie Donovan
Dr. Gabriel Doria
James Dowd
Frank & Donna Dravecky
Janet Droney
James Dubina
Sister Georgette Dublino
Agnes Dubnicay
George & Leonarda Dudash
Sister Frances Marie  
     Duncan
Stan & Kathy Duncan
Virginia Elish Durbin
John Durisko
Lori Dvorak
Marie Dworsky

- E -
Dorothy Ann Earle
Marie Egan
Rev. Donna El Haber
Estate of Barbara Perhach

- F -
David & Mary Fabian
Richard & Sharon Fantazier
Marino & Theresa Fasano
Phyllis Balkovitz Fassio
Bill & Anna Marie Fay

in memory
Thirteen deceased sisters also were remembered:

75th Jubilee
Sister M. Martina Antalek
Sister Agnes Marie Bartko

Sister M. Magdalene Lovrich
Sister M. Immaculata Vavrek

Sister M. Anne Weiss

70th Jubilee
Sister Pauline Bolecek

Sister M. Florence Crea
Sister M. Marcelline Goceljak

Sister M. Claudia Mamros
Sister M. Emilia Suchon

Sister Mary Louise Vrana

60th Jubilee
Sister Martha Ann Bupka
Sister M. Bernadette Giba

In 2016, eight sisters will celebrate their jubilees, 
and five others will be remembered posthumously. 

They will be featured in the Fall 2016 
issue of Echoes Across the Horizons.

I n August 2013 many of us gathered in Pittsburgh and 
Bethlehem to celebrate our six Pioneer Sisters’ arrival in 

the United States 100 years ago. Each person received a small 
packet of seeds symbolizing how our presence here grew from 
those six Pioneer Sisters. Those seeds reached all the way 
to the Czech Republic, Slovakia, India, Central Asia, Chile 
and South Africa, taken there by the sisters attending the 
celebration. This spring, Sister Veronika Říhová planted 
those seeds in the garden at the Motherhouse in Prague, and 
they turned out to be the beautiful blue “Forget-me-not” 
flowers in this picture. We, too, are like seeds called to “bloom 
where we are planted.”

Sowing the Seeds
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Travelogue

Pope Francis’ Visit Offers 
Glimpse of Evangelical Living

Major superiors, novices and novice 
directors from religious communities 
around the country were invited to 
take part in a special event during 
Pope Francis’ visit to the United 
States in September 2015. Sisters 
Bernadine Marie Stemnock 
(provincial minister), Regina 
Ann Rokosny (novice directress) 
and Claire Marie 
Obrero (novice) 
were present for the 
canonization of St. 
Junipero Serra, OFM 
at the Basilica of 
the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate 
Conception. Sister Claire Marie 
shares her experience: 

I am thankful to Sisters Bernadine 
Marie and Regina Ann for providing 
me the opportunity to see Pope 
Francis, to be with other religious in 
Washington, D.C., and to attend the 
Mass in Philadelphia, Pa. 

September 23, 2015 | Pope Francis 
Urges Us to Walk Forward

On that day the sun shone brightly 
while people were joyfully waiting 
for Pope Francis in the Basilica in 
Washington, D.C. It was perfect 
weather for a beautiful celebration 
of faith, hope and unity. I could see 
from the faces of the people and the 
energy coming from each individual 
that they were there waiting for Pope 
Francis not because he is the leader 
of the biggest Christian community in 
the world, but because they longed to 
hear good news; news that would give 
them reason to live happily;  
news that would help them see with 
new eyes and alleviate the painful 
reality that inflicts the dignity of 
human persons; news that would 
encourage them to face the different 
issues that affect the moral life of 
every individual in various stages of 
life, as well as activities that exploit 

the beauty of creation.  

As the Pope departed, the people’s 
faces glowed with the splendor of the 
richness of his message of hope, joy 
and trust for the future that touched 
us all. My experience in Washington, 
D.C. was indeed a turning point -- to 
ponder and reflect as I continue to 
ask myself, “What can I contribute to 
this society?” Who dreams of building 
a civilization of love and truth -- the 
Gospel way of living -- as Pope Francis 
encourages us to walk forward in spite 
of its struggles?

September 27, 2015 | What It 
Means to be God’s Family

One of the things I noticed was the 
difference between the weather in 
Washington, D.C. and the weather 
in Philadelphia; Wednesday was 
sunny, and then it was a bright 
cloudy Sunday. The weather made 
me think of the symbols the Bible 
used to present the presence of 
God among his chosen people. In 
Washington, D.C. Pope Francis 
appeared as a bearer of the Light; and 
in Philadelphia, through the bright 
clouds, God made Himself present in 
our midst, and through Pope Francis, 
brought us comfort and consolation. 

While we were held up for several 
hours waiting to reach the checkpoint 
to participate in the outdoor Mass on 
Benjamin Franklin Parkway, we sang, 
danced, chatted, prayed the rosary in 
different languages and -- most of all 
-- cared for each other. It was a taste 
of what God’s family is all about.

I met people who called themselves 
agnostic and asked them, “Why did 
you come?” Their response was, “We 
came because Pope Francis speaks 
not only as a Catholic leader, but he 
speaks as one of us, who dreams for a 
peaceful, safe and just world to live in; 
where the golden rule finds a place in 
our hearts.” It was a simple answer, 

yet they grasped the profound message 
of the Pope for both believers and 
nonbelievers. 

Others asked me if I thought the Pope’s 
message would influence the minds and 
hearts of America’s political leaders. 
I responded that the Pope acts as a 
humble and true ambassador of Christ; 
he sows the seeds and makes clear what 
the Catholic Church teaches and strives 
to live. It is up to us to make those seeds 
grow and blossom and, with the help of 
the Holy Spirit, we may be able to make 
a difference wherever we are. 

The Pope’s visit was spiritually 
enlightening and culturally enriching for 
me personally. Getting a close glimpse 
of Pope Francis and experiencing the 
people at the two events I attended 
encouraged me to see the joys and 
pains, the hopes and dreams of our 
society with the eyes of God’s mercy; to 
participate in our world’s successes and 
failures with a compassionate heart; and 
to embrace all of humanity and God’s 
creation with passion and love.

-- Sister Claire Marie Obrero

Sister Magdalene Lovrich | September 1, 1920 - May 21, 2015
Sister M. Magdalene (Mary) Lovrich was 
born in Mammoth, Pa., and raised with her 
brother and two sisters. Being of Croatian 
descent, the family belonged to St. Florian 
Catholic Church, the worship place of many 
immigrants from Eastern Europe. Her father 
worked in the local coal mine, and the family 
moved frequently as the mines closed. 

Mary attended German Township High School 
in McClellandtown, Pa. for three years. At 
the end of the 1938 school year, she knew she 
would not return in the fall because she felt a 
call to dedicate her life to God, but was not sure 
where or how. When asked how she met our 
sisters, she responded, “At the convent with my suitcase! The 
Lord led me there. I asked our pastor for a convent address 
and he gave me Mount Assisi. I wrote, and Sister Gerard 
responded. My pastor brought me here. The rest is history.” 
She completed her last year of high school as a postulant and 
graduated from Mount Assisi Academy in 1939.

Mary entered the novitiate in August 1939 and received the 
name Sister Magdalene. She professed First Vows in August 
1940 and began her ministry of teaching and furthering her 
education. Her teaching career was spent at Central Catholic 
High School in Allentown, Pa.; Mount Assisi Academy in 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; and Mon Valley Catholic High School in 
Monongahela, Pa. She served as principal of Mount Assisi 
Academy from 1954 to 1970. She was very intelligent and had 
no difficulty earning her degrees while teaching and taking 
summer courses. She received a bachelor’s degree from 
Carlow University (then known as Mount Mercy College) in 

1945 with a major in mathematics and minors 
in English and Latin, and a master’s degree 
in English from Duquesne University in 1953. 
She then completed a four-summer Theology 
Institute at Carlow and post-master’s work in 
secondary school administration at Duquesne.

In addition to teaching, Sister Magdalene 
had other responsibilities. She was appointed 
as prefect of candidates from 1950 to 1954, 
scheduled college courses for the sisters from 
1954 to 1967, and prepared sisters for their final 
vows from 1955 to 1966. From 1973 to 1981 
and 1984 to 1993, Sister Magdalene served as 
a provincial councilor and secretary. She spent 

the summers of 1978, 1979 and 1981 at the Generalate in 
Rome working on the rewriting of the Constitutions for our 
congregation. She took computer classes to be more efficient, 
skills she used as archivist from 1993 until she retired in 2012. 
She then devoted the remainder of her life to prayer.  

Remembered as kind, gentle and patient, Sister Magdalene 
was an example to others by her life of prayer, especially the 
celebration of the Holy Mass and her love of the Eucharist. 
Her example of doing all things well was very noticeable, and 
her meticulous and intellectual insights manifested a woman 
of great wisdom and knowledge of our history. 

She was passionate about many causes and was reluctant 
to compromise, even in the face of opposition. Her students 
were very grateful to have had her as their teacher and many 
recalled her quote: “Repetition is the mother of learning.” May 
she rest in peace!

In Fond Memory

Never Too Soon To Think Spring
The Monocacy Farm Project, located on the grounds of 
Monocacy Manor in Bethlehem, Pa., is accepting garden 
plot reservations for the 2016 growing season. Plots 
measure six feet wide by 25 feet long. The requested 
donation for plot rental is $100 for the season. Rental 
includes access to water via non-toxic hose, organic mulch 
and organic crop cover seed. A limited supply of vegetable, 
herb and fruit seeds is available. To inquire, contact Bob 
Drake, project manager, at bdrake@schoolsistersosf.org 
or 610-867-8494.

Enjoy a Night at the Races
M arian Hall Home, a sponsored ministry of the 

School Sisters of St. Francis, will host its annual 
Night at the Races event on Saturday, February 6, 2016 
in the Mount Assisi Gymnasium. Doors open at 6 p.m., 
and races begin at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $15. Admission 
includes food and beverages. You can also buy and name 
your own horse for 
$10. In addition to the  
horse races, there  
will be a  
treasure chest 
cash drawing  
and raffles of  
great prizes. Marian Hall is  
located on the grounds of  
Mount Assisi Convent in Pittsburgh,  
Pa. To purchase tickets or horses,  
call 412-761-6004.



In Fond Memory

Sister Marcia Fidishun | August 22, 1933 - April 14, 2015
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Sister M. Marcia (Eleanor) Fidishun, OSF 
was born in Jeanesville, Pa. and baptized in St. 
Michael Church in Treschkow, Pa., one of eight 
children born to parents of Slovak descent. Her 
father supported the family by working in the 
coal mines, while her mother was a homemaker. 
After three years of high school in Hazleton, 
she went to work at Tung-Sol Electric Inc. 
assembling radio and television tubes. Eleanor 
stayed close to the Church and became a member 
of St. Michael’s Sodality, where she met our 
sisters who came to Tresckow to teach CCD. 

Eleanor was 22 when she heard God’s call. In 
1955, she came to Mount Assisi Convent in 
Pittsburgh, Pa. to begin a new chapter in her life. By the end 
of her postulancy she had completed high school at Mount 
Assisi Academy. She entered the novitiate in August 1956 and 
received her religious name of Sister Marcia. She professed 
her first vows in August 1957 and final vows in August 1962.

After novitiate, Sister Marcia taught primary grades in 
Bethlehem and Hellertown, Pa., then was missioned to 
Guttenberg, N.J. She continued her education by taking 
courses at Carlow University in Pittsburgh and Seton Hall 
University in New Jersey. After final vows, Sister Marcia 
taught in Worchester, Ma.; in Emmaus, Stowe, Hellertown 
and Bethlehem, Pa; and in Clifton, New Milford and 

In Fond Memory

Sister Ann Margaret Bolf | February 9, 1923 - June 27, 2015
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Sister Ann Margaret (Anna) Bolf was born 
in Patton Township, now Monroeville, Pa., to 
parents born in Austria of Croatian descent. 
Her father was a painter, and her mother was 
devoted to raising six children. Anna attended 
Westinghouse Memorial High School and, 
after graduation, worked for Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company. She was 
commended in 1945 for work there that aided 
the War Department.  

As a young adult, Anna attended retreats 
at Mount Assisi Convent. After becoming 
acquainted with our sisters, she made the 
decision to answer God’s call. She entered 
the convent in 1950, joining candidates that were 13 and 14 
years her junior. In August 1951, Ann was received into the 
community as a novice and was given the name Sister Louis. 
The following year, she made her first profession and began 
her ministry of teaching. 

After Vatican II, she asked to use her baptismal name and was 
known as Sister Ann Margaret. She taught in parish schools 
in Hellertown, Barnesboro, Charleroi, North Side Pittsburgh, 
Clymer, Canonsburg, Erie, Tarentum, Farrell, Perryopolis and 
Ellsworth in Pennsylvania, and in Clarksburg, WVa. She also 
served as principal in Ellsworth, Perryopolis and Erie, Pa. She 
later worked as director of religious education in Perryopolis, 
Clymer and Canonsburg, Pa. Sister was asked to use her gifts 
to help troubled children at St. Joseph Home for Children in 

of Divine Redeemer in Ambridge, Pa.; Most 
Holy Name in Pittsburgh, Pa.; and Immaculate 
Conception in Clarion, Pa.  This was followed by 
five years of ministry for the Catholic Cemeteries 
Association of the Diocese of Pittsburgh.  

At Mount Assisi Convent Sister Virginia became 
the driver for the sisters, accompanying them 
to the hospital at all hours of the day and night.  
When she no longer could drive, her ministry 
became one of prayer.         

Sister Ginny will be remembered as a very 
sociable person who made friends wherever she 
ministered. She possessed a delightful sense of 

humor and took pride in her knack for selling raffle tickets for 
the sisters’ fundraisers over the years.              

Sister Virginia was the daughter of the late Roland C. Skeen 
and Frances (Hanenberg) Skeen. She was preceded in death 
by her brothers Arthur and Francis and her son Richard 
Michael. She is survived by her religious community, her 
son David, her brother Roland, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, nieces and nephews. May she rest in peace.             

Sister Virginia “Ginny” Cummings was 
in her 39th year of profession when she died 
at Mount Assisi Convent Motherhouse in 
Bellevue, Pa. at age 89. Sister Ginny was an 
alumna of Mount Assisi Academy in Bellevue 
and later moved to Maryland until she entered 
the community from Our Lady of Hope in 
Dundalk, Md. in 1973.   

She professed her first vows in 1976 and made 
final profession in 1980. She was the first 
community member who had been married 
before entering. She raised a family of two 
sons as a single working mom. Her unique 
vocation was the subject of a news obituary in 
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette following her death.

While in the community, Sister Virginia attended Robert 
Morris University in Pittsburgh. She spent her first six years in 
ministry teaching the business courses at St. Francis Academy 
in San Antonio, Texas. She later taught in Clymer and Erie, Pa.  
After she received her certificate from Duquesne University 
as a director of education, she ministered in the parishes 

Sister Virginia Cummings | April 30, 1926 - July 10, 2015

Dayton, Ohio, where she spent four years. Her 
training in parish social service also was welcomed 
in St. Catherine of Sweden in Wildwood and in 
Canonsburg, Pa.  

During those years of ministry Sister Ann 
Margaret continued her education and earned 
a bachelor’s degree in education from Carlow 
University, a master’s degree in education from 
Duquesne University, certification for teaching 
the mentally challenged, and certification in 
special education for K-12 from the Department 
of Education in Ohio. There was one particular 
“degree” she was proud of; that was from the 
Clown College of the Jolly Jesters in Erie, Pa. 

Sister always enjoyed making others happy because she 
herself was a happy person.

In 2000, Sister Ann Margaret came to Mount Assisi Convent 
to minister to the retired sisters as their driver. When she 
could no longer drive, her ministry was that of prayer. When 
in active ministry, she enjoyed traveling for leisure and 
pilgrimage, accompanying parishioners, family members and 
our sisters to Hawaii, Medjugorje, Mexico City, Rome and 
Scotland. Sister Ann Margaret took her final trip on June 27, 
2015, when she died very peacefully. 

Sister will be remembered for the joy and happiness she 
spread to others, the warmth in her smiling eyes, her 
compassion for others, her love of sports, and her generosity 
in gift-giving. May she rest in peace.

Guttenberg, N.J.  From 1985 to 1988, she was 
principal of SS. Cyril & Methodius School in 
Clifton, N.J. After more than 30 years in grade 
schools, Sister Marcia spent 14 years teaching 
in preschool and after-school care. Her last 
years of active ministry were spent as a clerical 
aide in the finance office at Monocacy Manor.

For many years Sister Marcia suffered from a 
severe varicose disease of her left leg, requiring 
aggressive treatment and eventually the use 
of an electric scooter. Still she was often the 
first one in chapel each morning and worked 
conscientiously as long as she was able. When 
her health declined, Sister moved to Holy 

Family Manor in Bethlehem, Pa., where she spread joy and 
hope to the residents and became known for her listening 
ear. They received encouragement to endure their pain and 
suffering by the example she gave. Sister Marcia often prayed 
for and with them and was a comfort to their families. 

Sister Marcia will be remembered for her gift of joy and 
happiness and dressing up as Mrs. Claus each Christmas. 
The sisters knew her as a woman of prayer, faithful to her 
consecrated life. Sister Marcia loved her religious community 
and her family. She was faithful in sending cards for every 
occasion. It was said that once you were a part of her life, you 
were a part of her correspondence. May she rest in peace.

S. Anna Catherine Melichar | November 12, 1916 - September 18, 2015
Sister Anna Catherine Melichar (formerly 
known as Sister Bonaventure) was in her 83rd 
year of profession when she died at Mount 
Assisi Convent in Bellevue, Pa. at age 98. She 
was the eldest member of the U.S. Province.

Sister Anna Catherine entered the community at 
age 13 from St. Michael Church in New Castle, 
Pa., in 1930 and professed her first vows in 
1933. She received a bachelor’s degree from 
Carlow University in Pittsburgh, majoring in 
English and minoring in history and Latin; and 
a master’s degree in education from Duquesne 
University in Pittsburgh, majoring in history 
and minoring in government. She also studied 
economics at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh; 
economics/international relations at Penn State University 
and the University of Pittsburgh; and conversational Spanish 
at the University of Mexico and San Antonio College, both in 
San Antonio, Texas.  

Sister taught the middle grades for nine years in parishes 
where our sisters ministered, then spent 13 years teaching 
social studies and Latin at Mount Assisi Academy. She spent 
a year in the history department of La Roche College in 

Allison Park, Pa., followed by three years as 
a missionary in Chile, South America during 
the 1973 Chilean coup d’etat, teaching in grade 
schools operated by the community. 

After returning from Chile, she taught religion, 
English and history at St. Francis Academy in 
San Antonio, Texas for 12 years, and then put 
her clerical skills to work at St. Frances Cabrini 
in Center Township, Pa.  

Among her many talents, Sister Anna 
Catherine was well versed in Czech and Slovak. 
After the fall of Communism, she was asked 
to teach English to the sisters in the Czech 
and Slovak Republics from 1991 to 1993. She 

later spent a year at the Generalate of the School Sisters of St. 
Francis in Rome, Italy as a translator.  In 1995, at the age of 
79, Sister Anna Catherine retired at Mount Assisi Convent and 
made herself available for community services. 

During her free time she collected needed items for the 
missions and packed and sent them worldwide. She 
entertained the sisters during meals with many jokes and 
stories, and her memory was a gift for anyone who needed to 
know a bit of history. May she rest in peace.



S t. Francis Center for Renewal in 
Bethlehem, Pa., recently welcomed 
a new administrative team: Sister 

Barbara Brown as the new director 
and Sisters Patricia Ann Mahoney 
and Marguerite Stewart as the 
assistant directors. The Center expressed 
its gratitude to outgoing administrators 
Sisters Barbara DeStefano and 
Anita Kuchera for their many years 
of heartfelt and dedicated service. Their 
new On the Road Ministry is featured in 
this issue of Echoes Across the Horizons.

w w w

Sister Roselyn Kuzma had a great 
2015! She witnessed her nephew John 
Paul Kuzma, OFMCap become a 
priest in June and was present at 
his first Mass at her family’s home 
parish, Holy Family in Erie, Pa. She 
attended a mass of Thanksgiving at 
St Mary’s in Cumberland, Md., where 
Father John Paul is stationed. Then 
she was honored by the Dioceses of 
Erie for serving 32 years in the diocese 
as a director of religious education 
(DRE). Bishop Lawrence Persico 
presented her an engraved clock at the 
celebration. Sister is in her eighth year 
as DRE at St Boniface Parish in Erie. 

w w w

Three years ago, a 
shy and sweet sister 
arrived at Mount Assisi 
Convent from India 
to work as a nurse in 
Marian Hall Home. This 
April, Sister Reena 

Varghese returned to 
India, having completed her ministry 
work in the United States but as the very 
same sweet, humble person who arrived. 
Sister Reena lives in Thrissur, while 
furthering her nursing education.

Sister Joycy Konikkara also returned 
to India this past year after 10 years of 
service to our sisters and the residents of 
Marian Hall and Antonia Hall. 

Through all the goodbyes, we also said 
hello to Sister Ancy Francis from 
India, who has come to minister to our 
infirmed sisters in Villa Clare and Antonia 
Hall. This is Sister Ancy’s second term of 
ministry in the U.S. 

w w w

Sister Jeanne Marie Ulica was 
the School Sisters of St. Francis’ 2015 
recipient of the Diocese of Pittsburgh’s 
Manifesting the Kingdom Award. The 
award is given by Bishop David Zubik 
to consecrated women and men and laity 
who demonstrate the presence of Jesus 
in their lives and who have provided 
exceptional service to the Church through 
their work, lives and ministry. Sister 
accepted the honor during a special Mass 
at St. Paul Cathedral in June. 

w w w

Sister Kevin Berdis, principal at Holy 
Family School in Erie, Pa., attended 
Junior Achievement of Western 
Pennsylvania’s Annual Meeting in June 
to accept the organization’s Educational 
Leadership Award on behalf of her 
school. The award recognizes those who 
have had their entire student population 
participate in Junior Achievement during 
the current academic year. 

w w w

Postulant Jerrylyn Obrero became a 
novice in June during a simple ceremony 
in Bethlehem, Pa. Sister Bernadine 
Marie Stemnock received her into 
the novitiate, and Sister Marguerite 
Stewart, Jerrylyn’s postulancy 
directress, also participated. Now known 
as Sister Claire Marie Obrero, 
she will reside at Monocacy Manor 
throughout her novitiate with Sister 
Regina Ann Rokosny as her directress. 

w w w

Sister Kristina 
Laurincová from 
the Slovak Province is 
living with our sisters 
in Bethlehem, Pa. while 
studying at nearby 
Moravian University. 
She is pursuing certification in Spiritual 
Direction.
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This year, the Diocese of San Angelo 
celebrated 50 years of active student-
centered ministry at Angelo State 
University. Sister Kathleen Kudlac has 
been director of campus ministry for 
five years at the Newman Center there, 
which opened in 1965 to minister to 
the university’s Catholic students. The 
celebration included an open house, 
Eucharistic liturgy, presentations, buffet 
dinner and much reminiscing. 

Sisters Patricia Ann Mahoney, Barbara Brown 
and Marguerite Stewart lead our sponsored 
ministry at St. Francis Center for Renewal in 
Bethlehem, Pa.

Following her promotion to novice, Sister Claire Marie (center) celebrates with Sisters Ruth 
Zacharias, Damian Baloga, Mary Xavier Bomberger, Frances Pastusek and Marguerite Stewart.

O ur sisters were sad to see 
a wonderful visit come to 

an end in August when they 
bid farewell to Sisters Zdislava 
Nosková and Maxmiliána 
Bendová. The two sisters from 
the Czech Republic spent most 
of August in the United States 
visiting with our sisters in Pittsburgh, 
Bethlehem, Erie and New Jersey to gather 
information that will be beneficial in 
working toward beatification of Sister M. 
Eliška Pretschnerová, OSF (inset).

While here, Sisters Zdislava and 
Maxmiliána offered a presentation 
about Sister Eliška’s life and work and 
gathered witness and testimony from our 
sisters about their encounters with the 

beloved leader who helped the 
congregation persevere through 
Nazi occupation and Communism 
in Europe. Sister Eliška died in 
1992.

Sisters Zdislava and Maxmiliána 
also took in popular sites and 
sounds during their visit, including 

a trip to New York City to see the Statue 
of Liberty, Ellis Island and the 9/11 
Memorial. They also visited Niagara Falls, 
toured Pittsburgh and visited locations of 
our earliest roots in the United States.

They will take the testimonials gathered 
here back home to include in the rigorous 
process of moving Sister Eliška toward 
sainthood.

Remembering Sister Eliška

Before leaving for their return trip to Prague, the Czech sisters (wearing veils) shared a smile 
with (from left) Sisters Eve Blostic, Karen Buco, JoAnn Knaebel, Marietta Bankos, Marian 
Sgriccia, Bernadine Marie Stemnock, Pat Marie Buranosky and Rosalia Giba at Mount Assisi.

SISTERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
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Sister Frances Marie Duncan 
coordinated students and volunteers 
this summer at St. Peter’s Prep Food 
Pantry in Bayonne, N.J. Sister is a 
chemistry teacher at the school, which 
opens its food pantry monthly for poor 
families in the area. During the school 
year, sophomore retreat students run 
the pantry. But during the summer 
months it is an entirely volunteer effort. Sister Frances Marie Duncan (far right) is pictured 

with students and food pantry volunteers at St. 
Peter’s Prep.

w w w

The Catholic Sisters of Western 
Pennsylvania won “Best Non-Irish 
Marching Women” at this year’s City of 
Pittsburgh St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Our 
community was represented by Sisters 
Pat Marie Buranosky, Geraldine 
Ann Kasper, Virginia Rose Carroll, 
Karen Buco, Lorita Kristufek, 
Jeanne Marie Ulica and associate 
Laurie Merwin. Our contingent 
dressed all in green and braved the rainy 
chill to pass out candy to kids along the 
parade route and represent the very vital 
role of sisters in the Pittsburgh area.
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Sister Jo Goolish received an award 
from the Franciscan Federation in 
Indianapolis this summer, honoring 
those who are able to bring “power to the 
powerless” through artistic expression. 
The federation recognized Sister Jo’s 
ability to do so through her artistic work 
for our province and with the students at 
St. Gerard Catholic High School in San 
Antonio, Texas where she teaches art. 
Sister Jo is pictured below with Father Thomas 
Nairn, OFM, senior director of ethics at the 
Catholic Health Association of the United 
States in St. Louis, and Sister Mary Beth 
Ingham, CSJ, PhD, professor of philosophical 
theology at the Franciscan School of Theology 
in Oceanside, Ca.


