
echoes
Horizons

across the
A Publication of the School Sisters of St. Francis - U.S. Province	 Autumn 2014 | Volume 7 Issue 1

Christmas Vespers
7 p.m. | Saturday, 
December 13, 2014;  
2 and 7 p.m. | Sunday, 
December 14, 2014
St. Francis Center for 
Renewal

Marian Hall Night 
at the Races Event
6 to 11 p.m. | Saturday, 
February 7, 2015
Mount Assisi Convent

Mount Assisi 
Preschool Tea 
& Fashion Show
11 a.m. | Saturday, 
March 28, 2015
Mount Assisi Convent

2015 Spring Festival
12 to 5 p.m. | Sunday, 
April 26, 2015
Mount Assisi Convent

Fifth Annual 
Star Struck Gala
6 to 11 p.m. | Saturday, 
May 2, 2015
St. Francis Center for 
Renewal

Pittsburgh Jubilee 
Celebration
11 a.m. | Saturday, 
June 20, 2015
Mount Assisi Convent

Bethlehem Jubilee 
Celebration 
11 a.m. | Sunday, 
August 16, 2015
Monocacy Manor

Preschool & Marian 
Hall Golf Outing 
11 a.m. | Saturday, 
August 29, 2015
Pittsburgh North Golf Club

Coming Up

Worldwide Sisterhood
U.S. PROVINCE HOSTS International meeting

T 
he School Sisters of St. Francis hosted 

a meeting of the major superiors of the 
congregation in May 2014 at Mount Assisi 
Convent in Pittsburgh. General Minister 
Sister Květa Vinklárková, general 
council members and the ministers from 
Rome, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Italy, 
Chile and India were all in Pittsburgh to 
discuss the implementation of the decisions 
from the congregation’s 20th General 
Chapter held in 2011, as well as to begin 
planning the 21st General Chapter in 2016. 

Among the decisions of the last chapter 

was to shine a light on the congregation’s 
international nature. “Having our 
international sisters in Pittsburgh for this 
important meeting was a wonderful way to 
experience the diversity of our congregation, 
founded in Bohemia in 1888,” says Sister 
Bernadine Marie Stemnock, provincial 
minister of the United States Province.

The congregation – home to 403 professed 
members serving in the aforementioned 
countries, as well as Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan 
and South Africa – celebrated its 125th 
anniversary and its 100th anniversary in the 
United States in 2013.

ABOVE: The gathering at Mount Assisi included (front row from left): Sister Bernadine Marie Stemnock 
(U.S. Province), Sister Sara Carrasco (Region of Chile), Sister Jessy Mooleparambil (Generalate-Rome), 
Sister Valeria Ruggieri (Italian Province), (middle row from left): Sister Rossana Villablanca (Generalate-
Rome), Sister Rose Thattil (Region of India), Sister Rosaria Shina (U.S. Province), Sister Nancy Celaschi 
(Generalate-Rome), (back row from left): Sister Magdalena Sumilasová (Slovak Province), Sister 
Baptista Nožková (Czech Province), Sister Regina Žuk-Olszewska (Generalate-Rome), Sister Květa 
Vinklárková (General Minister-Rome), and Sister Livia Gardianová (Slovak Province).
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F  or the School Sisters 
of St. Francis, teaching is 
anything but new. After all, 
our Pioneer Sisters came to 
the United States more than 
a century ago to provide 
education to immigrant 
families. 

Education remains a 
cherished tradition in the 
congregration and is carried 
forward every day by our 
Sisters in active teaching 
ministry with students from 
preschool through college. 
Not only are they still doing 
it after all these years, they 
are doing it well, as witnessed 
by the abundant accolades of 
2014.

Meeting the Challenge
Junior Achievement of 
Western Pennsylvania 
selected Sister Kevin 
Berdis as its 2014 Educator 
of the Year. The award 
honors superintendents, 
principals and teachers 
throughout the region who 
inspire young people to 
succeed in a global economy. 

Sister Kevin received her 
award for her work as 
principal at Holy Family 
School in Erie, Pa., during 
Junior Achievement’s annual 
meeting in Pittsburgh in 
June. The honor came as 
Sister Kevin and the inner-
city school undertook the 
rigorous accreditation 
process of the Middle States 
Association of Schools and 
Colleges. She awaits the final 
decision on the seven-year 
accreditation.

The accreditation process 

Reaching By Teaching

Sister Kevin Berdis works with third graders at Holy Family School 
in Erie, Pa. Photo by Jack Hanrahan for GoErie.com.

involved intense research and 
time. Evaluators spent four 
days at the school, observing 
and studying how it functions.

“Our bar is high here and I 
will not lower it,” Sister Kevin 
told FaithLife, the newspaper 
of the Diocese of Erie. “We 
have a strong Catholic identity 
here, and our academics are 
very strong. These are both 
things that people want for 
their children.”

The Art of Education
Sister Jo Goolish was 
named 2014 Teacher of the 
Year at St. Gerard Catholic 
High School in San Antonio, 
Texas. She was selected 
for the honor by her fellow 
teachers at St. Gerard, where 
she has been teaching since 
St. Francis Academy closed in 
2002.

“A true educator, Sister Jo 
manages to extrapolate the 
very best from every student,” 
says Peter Rivera, principal at 
St. Gerard. “As an art teacher, 
she is gratified that her 
students’ artwork continues to 
amaze people.”

Many of Sister Jo’s students 
have their artwork displayed 
in homes and offices in the 
San Antonio community. She 
keeps her own skills sharp 
by designing a Franciscan 
notecard collection (see 
back page) and the annual 
Christmas card for our 
province.

Good Chemistry
St. Peter’s Preparatory School, 
an all-boys Jesuit high school 
in Jersey City, N.J., honored 

Sister Frances 
Marie Duncan 
gets hands-on with 
chemistry students 
at St. Peter’s Prep 
in New Jersey.

Sister Jo Goolish works with an art student at St. Gerard in San 
Antonio, Texas.

outstanding educators honored for work with all ages

Continued on Page 3
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Reaching By Teaching: Educators Honored

Saturday, January 18, 2014 
was an historic date for our 
Sisters from the Delegation 
of India, as they gathered in 
Thrissur to commemorate 
25 years as members of the 
School Sisters of St. Francis. 

Because Sisters Gracy 
Kundukulam, Joycy 
Konikkara and Reena 
Varghese were unable to 
attend the main celebration, 
one was held at Mount Assisi 
Convent. The liturgy that day 
was for the blessings on their 
delegation, and each of the 
Indian Sisters participated in 
some way during the Mass.

Sister Lorita Kristufek 
prepared a special song 
thanking the sisters for their 
sacrifice of leaving home to 

Sisters Reena Varghese, Gracy Kundukulam and Joycy Konikkara live 
and minister in Pittsburgh. Sister Ancy Francis (not pictured), also 
from India, lives in Bethlehem, Pa.

Oplatky 
Available

Bring Eastern European 
tradition into your home 
for Christmas when 
you purchase oplatky, 
available each holiday 
season at Mount Assisi 
Convent. 
Packages of these 
traditional Christmas 
wafers are available 
at the main reception 
desk. Free-will offerings 
are accepted in cash or 
by check made payable 
to “School Sisters of St. 
Francis.” 
For more information, 
call 412-761-6004.

come and minister here to 
our sisters. Everyone enjoyed 
delicious Indian food while 
the Indian Sisters shared 
stories of their beginnings, 
early formation and customs. 

Recognizing their growth, 
the Indian delegation was 
promoted to a Region in 

August by the General 
Administration. This is just 
one classification below 
becoming a province.

From its modest beginnings 
as a formation house in 1989, 
the Region of India is now 
home to 66 sisters.

Indian Sisters Celebrate from Afar

Stay in 
Touch!

We welcome alumnae and friends of our community to stay in touch with our Sisters by 
becoming a part of our regular mailing list. To be added or  to update an address, contact 
Nicole Knupsky at nbuchlmayer@schoolsistersosf.org or call 412-761-6004.

Sister Frances Marie Duncan 
by naming her its nominee for New 
Jersey’s 2014 non-public school 
teacher of the year. 

The school’s administrative team and 
a selection committee announced 
the nomination in June at a faculty 
and staff assembly. Sister teaches 
chemistry and honors chemistry at 
St. Peter’s Prep and is the assistant 
department chair. She serves as 
moderator for the National Honor 
Society and is the coordinator for 
the Prep Parents’ Association, which 
runs major fundraising events as well 
as social, spiritual and educational 
gatherings for parents. 

Sister Frances Marie says she feels 
humbled and challenged by the honor, 
recognizing that many of her colleagues 

are exceptionally dedicated teachers 
who could easily have been chosen as 
this year’s nominee.

Apple for the Teacher
Sister Carol Ann Papp, principal 
of St. Irenaeus Catholic School 
in Oakmont, Pa., was among the 
2014 recipients of the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh’s 23rd Annual Golden 
Apple Awards. The award honors 
principals and teachers who devote 
their lives to education in Catholic 
schools. She was honored at a dinner 
in May, received a Golden Apple 
and a gift of $6,000. Besides her 
family, Sisters Bernadine Marie 
Stemnock, Jeanne Marie Ulica, 
Bonnie Marie Kleinschuster, 

Patricia Ann Mahoney, Regina 
Ann Rokosny, Joyce Burkhart and 
JoAnn Knaebel shared the evening 
with Sister Carol Ann.

Continued from Page 2

Sister Carol Ann Papp is honored at the Golden Apple 
Award ceremony in Pittsburgh.

Congratulations to our Sisters for 
continuing our century-old tradition 

of education in the United States!



St. Francis Center for Renewal

Retreats, Gala top 2015 calendar
St. Francis Center for 
Renewal, located at 395 Bridle 
Path Road in Bethlehem, Pa., 
offers spiritual programming 
throughout the year. 
Upcoming highlights include:

Frozen No More: Women’s 
Spirituality Weekend
January 9-11, 2015
Sisters Barbara DeStefano, Anita 
Kuchera, Rosaria Shina and 
Marguerite Stewart are joined by 
Barbara Martell and Elizabeth Knecht 
to help participants identify their own 
unique gifts and how to nurture them 
so they are no longer “frozen.” Cost: 
$160 to 170 per person

Encountering Jesus
6:45 to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 21, 2015
In his new book, Jesus: A Pilgrimage, 
Father James Martin, S.J., helps 
us encounter Jesus in a new, vivid 
and exciting way with a seamless 
combination of stories from his real-
life pilgrimage to the Holy Land, the 
most up-to-date biblical scholarship 
and profound spiritual reflections. Join 
us as Father Martin shares with us, 
via Skype, about the Jesus he loves. 
Cost: $25

The Phenomenon of Near 
Death Experience & Life 
After Death   6:45 to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 11, 2015
Dr. Micah Sadigh, in his well-known 
signature style (rich in information, 
education and humor) shares his 
thoughts on death and life after 
death. Cost: $25
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Zvoboda leads an exploration of 
peace, courage and joy, using 
scripture, stories, poetry and humor. 
Cost: $25

Spirituality for All God’s 
People   8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, April 18, 2015
The deep spirituality of the saints 
never fails to impress us. Join us as 
we learn how Father Walter Ciszek, 
a candidate for canonization, found 
the spirituality that led to his deep 
holiness. We will also reflect on 
how Jesus leads each of us to our 
own deeper spirituality through the 
beautiful lessons He teaches in the 
Gospels. Cost: $45 (includes lunch)

Mary: God’s Sublime Gift
6:45 to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 13, 2015
Three women have been invited to 
share their relationship with Mary 
and the impact she has made on 
their lives. Elizabeth Knecht will honor 
Mary through song and dance, and 
our traditional May crowning will be 
celebrated. Cost: $25

Sacred Stories: The Gift of 
Spirituality Within Story
6:45 to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 10, 2015
Join Father Patrick Lamb and Larry 
“The Storyteller,” as they present the 
value of story in our spiritual journey. 
Participants will examine storytelling 
in the scriptures, fables and their own 
lives. Cost: $25

Women in Watercolor    
August 1-7, 2015
Using a series of watercolors painted 

During its fourth annual Star Struck Gala and Silent 
Auction in May 2014, St. Francis Center for Renewal 
in Bethlehem, Pa., shined the spotlight on four 
wonderful women of strength: Sister Mary Xavier 
Bomberger, Caroline Centoram, Michele August 
Brady, and Barbara Ann Shotwell. 

A donation was made in the name of each award 
winner to the charity of their choice. Each also received 
a stained-glass box handmade for them by Rick and 
Connie Taschner and reflecting original artwork by 
Sister Jo Goolish. Attendees enjoyed a wonderful 
dinner and dessert buffet, entertainment by “Sing 
for America,” and a silent auction of great prizes. St. 
Francis Academy alumnae also reunited during the 
beach-themed evening.

The 2015 Gala will be held on Saturday, May 2. The event 
will feature the annual Woman of Strength award and shine 
its light on Knights of Columbus: Trinity Council 313 and 
Queenship of Mary Council 4050. The St. Francis Academy 
Classes of 1965, 1970, 1975, 1980 and 1985 will celebrate their 
anniversary years of graduation.

Honorees Sister M. Xavier Bomberger, Caroline Centoram, 
Ashley Schellhaas (accepting for her mom Michele August 
Brady), and Barbara Ann Shotwell.

Gala Spotlights Strength

Living Your Dash!   6:45 to 9 p.m. | Wednesday, March 11, 2015
The dash printed between the birth and death dates on a tombstone 
represents each step taken on earth, with its joys and sorrows, laughter 
and tears. Sister Marguerite Stewart leads a look at our present “dashes,” 
focusing on what really matters. The evening will include a presentation, 
discussion and colorful representation of our “dashes.” Cost: $25

Celebrating Gifts of Easter: Peace, Courage & Joy
6:45 to 9 p.m. | Tuesday, April 7, 2015
Easter invites us to celebrate gifts from the Risen Jesus. Sister Melanie 

by Sister Doris Klein, CSA, this retreat invites us to explore the stories 
of several New Testament women who encountered Jesus at significant 
junctures in their lives. Sister Clare A. D’Auria, OSF, will lead us in prayer 
with these women who were tenderly touched by the Holy One. We will 
meet the Jesus who, without judgment, can lead us to balance, integration, 
healing and wholeness. Cost: $400 per person

The Center also hosts monthly Twilight Retreats. For more 
information on these or the programs above, call 610-867-8890 
or visit www.stfranciscenterforrenewal.org.
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T   his past summer, 
the School Sisters of 

St. Francis 2014 Jubilarians 
renewed their vows before 
Sister Bernadine Marie 
Stemnock, provincial 
minister, in celebrations held 
at both Mount Assisi Convent 
in Pittsburgh and Monocacy 
Manor in Bethlehem. 

This year, three Jubilarians – 
Sisters Patricia Brennan, 
Ruth Zacharias and 
Aurelia Cerny – celebrated 
their 60th jubilees for a 
combined 180 years of 
religious life.

The Jubiliarians extend their 
collective gratitude to all who 
played a role in making their 
celebrations so joyous.

honored 
in memory

Seven deceased sisters also were 
honored posthumously:

Sister M. Teresita Churilla | 80th

Sister M. Germaine Raskovsky 
| 80th

Sister M. Hermina Terek | 80th

Sister M. Annunciata Youhas | 
80th

Sister M. Jeanne Schwartz | 70th

Sister M. Miriam Tomajko | 70th

Sister M. Annette Kuchta | 60th

In 2015, nine sisters will celebrate 
their jubilees, and 12 others will be 
honored posthumously. They will 
be featured in the Fall 2015 issue of 
Echoes Across the Horizons.Sisters Patricia Brennan, Ruth Zacharias and Aurelia Cerny

Our 2014 Jubilarians

Spring Festival Spells Success
Another wonderful Spring Festival is in the books in 
Pittsburgh, where beautiful weather and a bounty of 
generous patrons made for a very special Sunday in April 
2014. Our hard-working sisters and irrepressible volunteers 
– particularly the associates who traveled in from Texas 
and Bethlehem – put on a fun-filled event jam-packed with 
delicious food, great prizes and fun, fun, fun! From bingo 
and books to crafts and cookies, there was something for 
all ages to enjoy. And the fun continued throughout May 
with our daily raffle ticket winners.

Our 2015 Spring Festival will be held from 12 to 5 p.m. on 
Sunday, April 26, at Mount Assisi. Look for our annual Festival 
letter arriving in your mailbox after Christmas.

Sister Joycy Konikkara, associate Heidi Moyer, volunteer Linda 
Barnett-Fung, and Sisters Mary Lou Metro, Joyce Burkhart and 
Karen Buco share a smile on festival day.

Provincial Minister
Sister Bernadine Marie Stemnock

Editor
Sister Jeanne Marie Ulica

Contributors
Nicole Knupsky, Jan Gough

Design/Layout
Nicole Knupsky

Echoes Across the Horizons
is published annually by 

The School Sisters of St. Francis
Mount Assisi Convent

934 Forest Avenue
Pittsburgh PA 15202-1199

412-761-6004
administrationusa@schoolsistersosf.org

www.schoolsistersosf.org

The School Sisters of St. Francis proudly welcome 
Jerrylyn Obrero, who 
became a postulant in 
October 2014. Postulancy 
is the first step in becoming 
a community member. 
Jerrylyn resides at 
Incarnation of Our Lord 
convent in Bethlehem, Pa. 
Sister Marguerite 
Stewart is her directress.

Sisters Welcome New Postulant

As Sister Bernadine Marie 
looks on, Sister Marguerite 

presents Jerrylyn with a tau.
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News from Texas

Busy Autumn for San Angelo Ministries
The fall semester of ministry in San 
Angelo, Texas has been busy and 
filled with opportunities to build 
relationships, learn more about one’s 
faith, share faith and simply enjoy the 
presence of others. 

The ministries of the School Sisters of 
St. Francis in this West Texas Diocese 
of San Angelo are leadership roles 
in the Office of Evangelization and 
Catechesis (Sisters Hilda Marotta 
and Adelina Garcia) and Campus 
Ministry for the students at the Catholic 
Newman Student Center (Sister Kathy 
Kudlac). All three sisters also direct 
activities at our Franciscan Resource 
Center, a sponsored ministry of the 
United States Province.

Interreligious Dialogue
The Franciscan Resource Center hosted 
a three-part series this fall, Francis and 
the Sultan. This program addressed 
the tension between Christians and 
Muslims throughout the ages and 
today. Participants actively engaged in 
discussions on the content. We were 
fortunate to have a Muslim couple 
participate, providing knowledge, 
insight and helping to facilitate 
questions during the discussion time. In 
light of the events that are taking place 
in the world today, this program was 
very timely and well received.

Student Events
At Angelo State University, Family 
Day was celebrated on September 27.  
As part of this annual celebration, the 
Newman Center hosts a breakfast for 
students and their parents. This is a 
time when the students do the cooking 
and serving for their parents and fellow 
peers. Bishop Michael J. Sis, Bishop of 
the Diocese of San Angelo, joined the 
students, parents and Sisters Kathy, 
Hilda and Adelina for this Family Day 
breakfast.

The Newman Center will celebrate 
its 50th anniversary of ministry to the 
students of the university in April 2015. 
Sister Kathy, her committee and the 
students are busy preparing for this 
historical event.

Transitus
The Transitus, which commemorates 
the death of St. Francis of Assisi, was 
held at the Newman Center on October 
3. Sixty friends, students and Secular 
Franciscans joined the Sisters in this 
annual event. Bishop Sis gave the 
blessing at the end of the service with 
a first class relic that belongs to the 
Secular Franciscans. A reception was 
held afterwards, and everyone expressed 
their gratitude for this year’s service and 
anticipation for next year’s event.

Diocesan Conference
The annual Diocesan Conference 
Day, held October 18 and sponsored 
by the Office of Evangelization and 
Catechesis, focused on Echoing the Word 
of God Together in Today’s World. This 
event is for parish leaders and anyone 
interested in furthering their personal 

faith formation. Keynote presenters 
were Bishop Michael J. Sis and Anne 
Comeaux, former Diocesan Director 
of Catechesis from the Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston. Sisters Hilda and 
Adelina provided break-out sessions 
on various topics pertinent to ministry 
within the Church. The day was fully 
enriching and engaging for the more 
than 325 participants, including 
students from the Catholic Newman 
Student Center.

To learn more about the Franciscan 
Resource Center in San Angelo, please 
visit www.frcsanangelo.org.

Sisters Adelina Garcia, Hilda Marotta and Kathy Kudlac (not pictured) enjoyed breakfast with 
families of Angelo State University students during Family Day festivities in September.

Are You Interested 
in Religious Life?

Are you interested in religious life? 
Would you like more information 
about it? 
The School Sisters of St. Francis 
Vocation Team hosts several events 
throughout the year to offer women 
of all ages a glimpse of religious life. 
For more information, contact 
Sister Lorita Kristufek, 
vocation minister, at 412-761-6004.

Participants in the Francis and the Sultan 
program share a round-table discussion.
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Sister M. Doloretta (Mary Frances) Zugell 
died of health complications on January 16, 
2014. She was 90. Born in Pittsburgh as the 
only girl among six children, Mary Frances 
worked for a number of years after high 
school before seriously considering religious 
life. A Capuchin friar at St. Augustine in 
Lawrenceville, Pa., suggested that she visit 
Franciscan motherhouses in the area. 

She chose our community after visiting 
Mount Assisi Convent. In 1944, she became 
an aspirant and, in January 1945, entered 
postulancy. In August, Mary Frances was 
received into the novitiate, given the name 
Sister Doloretta, and professed her First Vows in 1946. 

During her first years of ministry, Sister Doloretta taught 
second grade at St. Gabriel School on Pittsburgh’s North 
Side and studied music. She also served as parish organist 
and taught Christian Doctrine in Perryopolis and Clymer, 
Pa. After professing final vows in 1951, Sister Doloretta spent 
17 years teaching at Slovak parish schools in Pennsylvania, 
West Virginia and New Jersey. She graduated from Mount 
Mercy College (now Carlow University) with a bachelor’s 
degree in education. 

Sister Roberta Ann Voytek | October 1, 1922 - March 3, 2014
Sister Roberta Ann (Anna) Voytek was born 
on October 1, 1922, in Erie, Pa. After graduating 
from Holy Family school, where she was taught 
by our sisters, she felt called to become a School 
Sister of St. Francis and entered Mount Assisi 
Convent in Pittsburgh, Pa. 

There she attended Mount Assisi Academy 
and, in August 1940, was received as a novice 
and given the religious name of Sister Roberta 
(which was later changed to Sister Roberta 
Ann). She professed her First Vows in August 
1941, and began pursuing a bachelor’s degree 
in education from Mount Mercy College (now 
Carlow University). In 1943 she was sent to 
teach in parish schools at St. Gabriel on Pittsburgh’s North 
Side and St. Mark in McKees Rocks, Pa.

After professing final vows in 1948, Sister Roberta Ann taught 
for 32 years at parish schools in Pennsylvania, Texas and 
Oregon. In 1980, she was assigned to community service at the 
Generalate in Rome, Italy. When she returned, Sister worked 
at St. Frances Cabrini Church in Center Township, Pa., and 
in the Catholic Cemeteries Office for the Pittsburgh Diocese. 
She later spent time in San Antonio, Texas, ministering at St. 
Francis Academy and St. Joseph School. She came to live at 
Mount Assisi Convent in 2005.

Her most beloved ministry (1976-1990) was 
organizing and producing the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh’s weekly Mass for shut-ins, which 
aired each Sunday morning on WPXI-TV. 
Her love of the Eucharist and the Sacrifice of 
the Mass made this ministry particular joyful. 
Each Saturday evening, she traveled to the TV 
station to film the Mass for the next morning. 
On weekdays, in every kind of weather, she 
took the bus into the city to her office to 
arrange all the details and write the script for 
the Saturday taping.  

In 1979, illness kept Sister Doloretta from the 
office for a few weeks but not from her ministry. 

She worked from home while recuperating, and never missed 
a broadcast. She retired in 1990, earning accolades from 
Cardinal Donald Wuerl, then bishop of Pittsburgh. 

Sister Doloretta spent the next 13 years at Mount Assisi in 
prayer and community service until her health declined. 
She died peacefully in her 67th year of religious life. She 
will be remembered for her beautiful smile and faithfulness 
to prayer. To many of the sisters and her friends Sister 
Doloretta was known as “Dolly.” After services at the 
cemetery, everyone sang Hello, Dolly, one of her requests.

 

While at the motherhouse Sister Roberta Ann 
was active in prayer ministry and did whatever 
community service she could. In 2010, she began 
to suffer from health problems and spent more 
time in prayer, always willing to help when 
asked. She died at age 91 in her 73rd year of 
religious life.

Former student Greg (John) Harnyak expressed 
his memory of Sister as “a gentle and kind 
teacher” and regarded his visit with her in 2013 
as a good fortune to meet again his first formal 
educator. One of our sisters, whose native tongue 
was Slovak, recalls the patience Sister showed 
her while learning English. Another sister whom 

she taught in grade school saw something in Sister Roberta 
Ann that inspired her to enter our community.

Always a quiet person with a simple and sweet smile, a gift 
as small as a Clark bar or an ice cream cone made her happy. 
Sister loved teaching small children, and high school girls 
always felt she respected them and accepted them for who 
they were. She will be remembered by many as a gentle, 
peace-filled, kind, unassuming and prayerful person. Her 
quiet presence will be missed by many.

Continued on Pages 10-11



from 1978 to 1980. In 1980 parishes needed 
coordinators for religious education, and Sister 
enrolled at Duquesne University to become 
certified. She was director of religious education 
and parish social minister at Divine Redeemer 
during the 1980s, then received permission to 
live at home from 1988 to 1994 to care for her 
mother, commuting each day from Ambridge to 
Mount Assisi to help in the finance office. 

After her mother died in 1995, Sister Mercedes 
came to Mount Assisi, where she arranged the 
provincial heritage rooms, organized hundreds 
of community photos, and knitted and crocheted 

beautiful pieces sold throughout the year and during the 
annual Spring Festival. Her energy level decreased after she 
was diagnosed with a serious blood condition. This did not 
keep her from arts and crafts. Even after being diagnosed with 
leukemia, Sister continued working, never complaining about 
discomfort or required weekly blood transfusions. 

Sister Mercedes, who died at age 84 in her 66th year of 
religious life, was attentive to the needs of others and known 
for being kind, gentle and helpful. She maintained a giving 
and joy-filled spirit despite illness and will be remembered 
for her courage, hospitality, warm smile, participation in 
community activities and deep spiritual life.

Sister Mercedes (Dorothy) Benko was born 
in Ambridge, Pa., where she attended Divine 
Redeemer parish grade school, staffed by our 
sisters. She started ninth grade at Ambridge 
High School, but answered the call to become 
a School Sister of St. Francis. She entered 
Mount Assisi Convent and completed high 
school at Mount Assisi Academy. In August 
1947, Dorothy was received as a novice and 
given the name Sister Mercedes. She professed 
First Vows in August 1948, and was assigned 
to teach at Holy Rosary School in Clarksburg, 
W.Va., and St. Mark School in McKees Rocks, 
Pa. She served as organist and trained the 
choirs for the churches in parishes where she taught.  

After making final vows in 1953, Sister taught for 12 years 
at parish schools in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. She also 
attended Mount Mercy College (now Carlow University), 
received a bachelor’s degree in education and business 
education from Duquesne University, and taught business 
courses at Mon-Valley Catholic High School in Monongahela, 
Pa., until 1965 and St. Francis Academy in San Antonio, Texas 
from 1965 to 1978.  

Sister Mercedes used her arts and crafts skills in ministry to 
the aged at St. John the Baptist parish in Perryopolis, Pa., 

In Fond Memory

Sister Lawrence Waxman | February 1, 1925 - April 2, 2014
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Sister M. Lawrence (Mary) Waxman 
grew up in Jessup, Pa. with five brothers and 
three sisters. Her association with the SS. 
Cyril and Methodius Sisters from Danville, 
Pa., drew her to religious life. Her aunt, who 
was living in McKees Rocks and attended 
St. Mark Catholic Church, told her about the 
School Sisters of St. Francis. She arrived at 
Mount Assisi Convent in September 1947, 
and joined other candidates who were seven 
or eight years younger. In February 1948 she 
became a postulant, was received into the 
novitiate in August 1948, and was given the 
religious name Sister Lawrence. 

In August 1949 she professed her First Vows and was assigned 
to St. Gabriel School on Pittsburgh’s North Side. She also 
attended Saturday and summer classes at Mount Mercy 
College (now Carlow University) and held a bachelor’s degree 
in education and a master’s degree in elementary education 
from Seton Hall University in New Jersey. Sister Lawrence 
taught in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Massachusetts and 
served as principal at three schools in New Jersey. From 
1991 through 2009 she was involved in pastoral ministry and 
pastoral care in West Lawn, Pa.; Clifton, N.J. and Bethlehem, 
Pa. where she assisted with many fundraisers.

Sister Mercedes Benko | April 19, 1930 - June 10, 2014

In 1992 she was asked to go to what was then 
Czechoslovakia to teach English to young 
sisters. Sister spent nine months in the village 
of Cetechovice in the former Czech Republic, 
teaching first-year novices, Czech students 
and a medical doctor. Sister Lawrence learned 
much about the sufferings of the sisters during 
the Communist era and marveled at their joy 
despite what they had experienced. In 1993, 
Czechoslovakia again became two separate 
countries, the Czech and Slovak Republics. She 
lived there during an historical moment in our 
congregation, returning home with many good 
memories and blessings. 

Sister Lawrence was known as a community photographer, 
always ready with her simple camera to document gatherings. 
Her many albums tell the story of her love for the sisters and 
her community. In 2010, Sister Lawrence’s medical problems 
made speaking difficult, yet she continued doing what she 
enjoyed most. She succumbed to pneumonia in April 2014. 
Sister Lawrence always showed a willingness to help others 
in need. Her sense of humor and joyful Franciscan spirit 
overpowered difficulties throughout her life and helped to 
make others happy.
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The Class of 1968 from St. Francis Academy in San Antonio, 
Texas, hosted Sister Elaine Hromulak and associate Lynn 
Cosgrove (former Sister Kenneth) for a wonderful, whirlwind 
weekend last year to celebrate the class’ 45th reunion. The 
trip not only included the reunion itself, but also visits with 
families and friends. “We were totally exhausted,” Lynn 
says, “but so grateful for the weekend celebrations with 
our beloved SFA girls.” The visitors left behind a special 
message for their hostesses. “We encouraged them to 
continue living their faith and stay connected to and pray for 
the sisters,” Sister Elaine says.

The SFA Class of 1968 had a nice turnout for its 45th reunion, 
including Sister Elaine Hromulak (front row, center) and Lynn 
Cosgrove (front row, second from left).

Smiles in San Antonio Mount Assisi Academy Preschool, located in some of the 
very same classrooms in which Mount Assisi Academy 
students studied, continues to be a thriving ministry. Last 
year, the program had 104 3- and 4-year-olds enrolled 
and graduated 60 kindergarten-ready students in May. 
Sister Eve Blostic teaches religion, and Sister Rosalia Giba 
works in the preschool office. They join the small team of 
lay teachers under the supervision of long-time director 
Kathy Duncan. The 2014-15 session is under way with 
learning, fun activites, plays, field trips and vibrant 
fundraisers. It is not rare to have the grandchild of a 
Mount Assisi Academy alumnae enrolled! To learn more, 
visit www.mtassisipreschool.org or call 412-761-0381.

Preschool Thrives at Mount Assisi

Sister Anna Mae Kuzma | January 8, 1931 - October 13, 2014
Sister Anna Mae Kuzma (formerly known 
as Sister Roseleen), in her 66th year of 
profession, died at Vincentian Home on 
October 13, 2014. She was 83. 

Sister Anna Mae entered the community 
from Holy Family Parish in Erie, Pa. in 
1944 and professed her first vows in 1948 at 
Mount Assisi Convent Chapel in Pittsburgh, 
Pa. She received a bachelor’s degree in 
education from Carlow University and 
master’s degrees in education and religious 
education from Duquesne University.  

Throughout her earlier years of ministry, 
Sister Anna Mae taught grades one through six in parish 
schools in New Castle, McKees Rocks, Canonsburg, 
Northampton and Clymer, Pa. She later taught Family 
and Consumer Sciences at Mount Assisi Academy from 
1961 to 1968. She spent 10 years coordinating parish 
catechesis programs in Canonsburg, Center Township 
and Erie, Pa. 

From 1981 to 1985 she served as vocation director for the 
former Pittsburgh Province. Throughout her religious 
life, she was known to encourage young men and women 
to enter religious life. Her nephew, Deacon John Paul 

Kuzma, OFM, Cap., thanks Sister Anna Mae for 
encouraging him to become a Franciscan priest. 

She used her gifts and talents as a campus minister 
at Penn State-Behrend Campus in Erie, Pa. until 
suffering a stroke in 1996. She then came to live 
at Mount Assisi and spent her remaining years in 
prayer ministry and reaching out to others.  

Sister Anna Mae was very creative and, during her 
time at Mount Assisi, authored four books: Tales 
of Franciscan Calls: The School Sisters of St. Francis, The 
Faith Journey of a God Jr., The Shadow of a Great Rock 
and Surviving a Stroke with Style and Grace. She also 
wrote to shut-ins, the elderly and those who needed 

to hear God’s “Good News” from someone who shared their 
sufferings.

Sister Anna Mae was the first child of 10 siblings. She was 
preceded in death by her parents Joseph and Anna. She is 
survived by her religious community, her brothers: Francis, 
Deacon Glenn, Paul, Joseph and Michael; her sisters: Therese 
Taft, Sister Roselyn Kuzma, OSF, Mary Ellen Haynes, Pauline 
Kisiel, and Marilyn Moore; 29 nieces and nephews, 44 great 
nieces and nephews, eight great, great nieces and nephews and 
many cousins, including Sister Ellen Gresock, OSF, a member of 
the Sisters of St. Francis of the Neumann Communities.

In Fond Memory



- A -
John & Roseann Affa
Paul Alexander
Elva Alonzo
Altemose Family
Evelyn Amoroso
Eleanor Anater
John Antalek
George & Judith Arangio
Sylvia Ashley
ATC Systems
Marilyn August
Peggy Austria
Donna (DelSardo) Authers
AZ Nursery Co.

- B -
Robert Backo
Al & Veronica Baker
Mary Baldwin 
Joseph & Maria Balogh
Geraldine Banyas
William & Theresa 
     Bartolotta
Rosemarie Batra
George Bauer 
Helen Bay
Father Richard Bay
John & Margaret Bayuk
Elaine Beck
Bill & Frances Beck 
Thomas & Ethelann Becker
Cynthia Ann Bedbar
Joanne Bedillion
Ronald Behrle
Howard Bell Jr.
Peter & Joan Bellisario
Elizabeth Benedetti
Benedictine Sisters 
     of Pittsburgh
Sister Mercedes Benko 
Karl & Valerie Bennett
Linda Berardelli-Smith
Donna Berberich
James & Helen Berger
Bernardine Franciscan  
     Sisters
John & Clare Bertucci

Madeline Bertucci
Bethlehem Serra Club
Sam Biasucci
Charles Bilicska
Patsy & Rose H. Billera  
     Foundation
John Bischof
Mary Bjalobok Baroni
Bill & Mary Ann Blair
Leonard Blanar
Sister Eve Blostic
Sister Pat Blostic
Ruthanne Bluemling
John & Paula Bobola
Joseph Bodnar
Mary Muller Bogle
Joyce Bogusky
Anne Bohach
Betty Bohatch
Melissa Bolcor
Kimberly Bolten
Frances Bomberger
Sharon Bomberger
Sister M. Xavier Bomberger
Lucy Bostick
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Boulanger
Doris Bova
Victoria Bowyer
Barbara Bozak
Victor & Julie Brandeburg
Immaculate Brandi
Cheryl Brandt
Laura Brandt
Dominic & Kathryn Brandy
Jerry Brandy Jr. & Family
John & Catherine Brannon
Florence Braszo
Marie Braxmeier
Janice Briggs 
Louis & Rose Brown
Norman & Roseann Brown
Clara Browne
Dorothy Breier Brownley
Mary Bruno
James & Susan Brzoska
Buch Electric Co.
Sister Dorothy Bucko
Sister Karen Buco

Bernard Buranosky 
John & Theresa Buranosky
Martin Buranosky
Sister Pat Marie Buranosky
Harry Burke
R. & K. Bury
Bunny Busovicki 
George & Elayne Busovicki
Joseph & Patricia Busovicki
Dr. Meade & Dorothy Butler
Ellen Byrne

- C -
Joseph & Ellen Calcek
Theresa Cammarata
Virginia Campbell
Myles & Fortunata  
     Campbell
Canticles of the Son
Dr. John Canzano
Bob & Donna Carfagno
Father Joe	Carr
Philip & Nancy Carroll
Sister Virginia Rose Carroll
Gerald & Mary Carter
Maria Casas
Anthony & Joann Casciano
Philip Casella
Carmen Castaneda
Dolores Casteline
Mary Louise Castro
Catholic Diocese of 
     Pittsburgh
Edward Caye
Baiba, Louis & Caden  
     Celesky
Eleanor Celesky
Martha Cenkner
Elizabeth Ceol
Mary Helen Cerna
Dr. Michael & Sarah  
     Chaffier
Mary Chamberland
Ed & Carole Chandler
Theresa Chase
Ann Chawner
Elizabeth Chengery
Fran Chervenak

Ann Cheslak
Christine Chew
Natalie Chieffe
Church of St. Matthias
Norita Rohal Chyle
John Cicone
City Theatre Company
Elizabeth Clark
Classic Chevrolet
Bob & Lisa Clay
David & Karen Clipper
Mario & Donna Colaizzo
John & Mary-Anne Colucci
Community Care Plus
Genevieve Swetonic  
     Congleton
Thomas & Marcella Conmy
Cornerstone Sisters of  
     St. Mary’s & Sacred Heart  
     Parishes
Marilyn Cosgrove 
Costa Children
Lawrence & Virginia Costa
Dr. Robert Costello
Jim & Jan Creedon
Judith Croxton
Michael Cullinan
Deborah Cunningham
Marilyn Cupec
Barbara Cvelbar
Robert Cvelbar Jr.
Betty Cybator
William Cypher

- D -
Dave & Bonna Dailey
Donald & Deborah Danter
Dari-Villa Restaurant
Kenneth Dawe 
P.P. Dayberg
John & Mary Ann Debellis
Dr. John DeBonis
Tom & Claire DeFazio
Janie Delgado
Edward Delluva
Bernadette Hromulak  
     DeMay
Maria DiBenedetto

Our Donors
It is with deep gratitude that we acknowledge and thank you, our 
generous donors, for your contributions. Only with your help are we able 
to continue our ministries. Therefore, you share with us in spreading the 
Gospel and building up God’s Kingdom. Thank you for your support, 
and may God continue to bless you.

Please note that 
this listing includes 
donations received 

between July 1, 2013 
and June 30, 2014.
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Roger & Frances Dice
Helen DiFalco
Laurie DiMarco
Sister Melanie DiPietro
Richard Doddy
Vincent Doddy
Theresa Doerfler
Dojo Nails
Barbara Dokar
Aaron Dolgas
Martha Dolinich
Victoria Dolinich
George & Donna Donhauser
Anna Marie Donovan
Betty Donovan
Edward Dougherty
Dr. James Dowd 
Sister Therese Dowd, SSJ
Frank & Donna Dravecky
Joseph & Gina Dravecky
Greg & Diane Drews
Agnes Dubnicay
George & Leonarda Dudash 
Larry & Linda Dull
Sister Frances Marie Duncan 
Marie Dworsky
Richard & Rita Dziekan

- E -
Eat’n Park (Avalon, Pa.)
William & Mary Egan
Emerson & Associates
Estate of Veronica McCarthy
Francis Ezar

- F -
David Fabian
John Facinelli
Richard & Sharon Fantazier
Marino & Theresa Fasano
Phyllis Fassio
Anna Marie Fay 
Mr. & Mrs. John Ferri
Carol Fertal
Joseph & Joan Feskanin
Kenneth Ficery
Sister Marcia Fidishun
Barbara Fiedler



Conrad & Connie Marth
Paul Martin Jr.
Joseph Masciantonio Jr.
Robert & JoAnna Matey
Mary Matyk
Bernard & Lena Matyk
Mary Helen Mauricio
Richard Maykowski
Linda McAndrews
Joseph McCarthy 
Mr. & Mrs. Steven McCarthy
Barbara Sheehan McClary
Mary Riordan McCloskey
William & Joan McClure
Helen McComb
Patrick & Cindy McCullough
Alice McDonnell
Joseph & Katherine  
     McDonough
Anne McElwee
Arlene McGannon 
Therese McGorry- 
     McCormack
Kristen McGuire
Linda Meisner
Vince & Grace Merlina
Paul & Veronica Metro
Metz Culinary Management
Diana C. Meyer
James & Martha Meyers
Catherine Miani 
Edward & Anita Michaylira
Micucci Family Dentistry
George & Laura Mihalik
E.D. Mihalyi 
Joe & Nancy Mikitka
John & Mary Ann Mikitka
Christine Mikovits
Donna Milko 
Barbara Miller 
Edward & Carol Anne Miller
Joan Miller
Kathleen Miller
Rev. Robert Miller
Robert & Donna  
      Miltenberger
William & Patricia Minford
Jerome Miranda
Missionary Sisters of the Most  
     Sacred Heart of Jesus
George & Linda Misyak
Henry & Margaret Mizgorski
Kenneth & Arlene Moeller
Eugene & Kathy Moisey
Chantelle Moore
Dr. Greg & Ginny Moran
Patricia Morse
Margaret Morton
Frank & Jan Moyer
Thomas Mrochek
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Mueller
Bernard Mulligan
Msgr. James Mulligan
Helen Murawski
Louis & Rosella Murgia
Constance Astrausky Musiol
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Patricia Golembiewski
Lawrence & Christine Golen
Patricia Gongaware
Mr. & Mrs. David Gonsiorowski
Kathleen Grady
Nancy Mayornick Gray 
Ernest & Mary Jane Greaser
Barrett & Sara Greenlee
Martha Gritz
Dr. Andrzej & Cynthia  
     Maleski Groch
Jim & Kate Guay
Rose Mary Gubser
Yvette Guerrero
Rev. Bernard Gully 
Stephen & Ann Marie 
     Guttman

- H -
William Hahn
Bernice Haig
Donald & Ann Halter
Mary Louise Hamas
Colleen Haney
Patricia Harkins
Kathleen Harrington
Mary Harris
Linda Hartman
Deacon Harry & Mary Ann 
     Hartzell
Donna Hastings
Robert Hatch
Rev. George Hazler
Heatcraft Worldwide  
     Refrigeration 
Daniel & Pamela Heist
Gregory & Adelaide Heist
John & Margaret Heist
Rose Mary Alanis  
     Hernandez
Michael & Ellen Hill
Ralph Hintz
Nancy Hirko
Rita Hirschfield
H. John Hoffmann 
Joseph & Carol Holst Jr.
Linda Horak
Michael & Rita Horgas
Lorraine Horner
Paul & Sylvia Horvath
Albert & Helen Hromulak 
Keith & Nancy Huber 
Rev. Joseph Hulko
Fred Hurban
Dr. Francis & Gilda Hurite 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Hurtik
Charles Husovsky 
Daniel & Carol Husser 
Michele Husser
Rosemary Hutchinson 
Nancy Hutt
Colleen McSteen Huysman
Edward & Linda Hyde

- I/J -
Juan & Celia Ibarra

Helen Ilkew
Robert & Dorothy Ingram 
Ann Marie Jacko
Dennis & Jane Jacko
Sister Julia Jacko
Helen Jaketic
Ann Marie Janders
Lawrence Janicko
Rosemary Janik
Dorothy Jasiecki
Marian Yavorka Jobe 
Anne & Faith Jones
Janet Jones-Owen
Bernadette Dolores  
     Sinatra Jordan
Andrew Jurick

- K -
Florence Kacsur
Helen Gonchar Kamenar 
Bernard & Pamela Kametz
Joanne Kaminski
Jeff & Nancy Kammersell
Anthony & Patricia Kascak
Sister Geraldine Ann Kasper
Mary Ann Kaylor
Daniel & Mary Ann Kelemen 
Grace Kelleher 
Sister Marie Bernadette 
     Kelleher
Terese Keller
Kicher Duplicating
Paula Kiernan
Josette Kight
Hill & Robin Kilgore
Walter & Diane Kimpton 
Wayne & Pat Kincaid
Mark Kinsler
Joseph & Jeanne Kipp
Lois Kiselica
Ernie Kisiel
Helen Klapak
Michael Klapak
Mary Klassen
Margaret Klaus
Anna Kleinschuster 
Sister Bonnie Marie 
     Kleinschuster
Jeff & April Kleinsmith
George & Elizabeth Kline
Ruth Ann Kloc
Henry & Ann Kloots
Clare Knapp
Evelyn Knapp
Knights of Columbus- 
     Bellevue Council 1400
Charles & Mary Ann Knoer
Michael Kochman
Virginia Kocis
Theresa Gonchar Kolarik
Phillip & Seraphine  
     Komacek
Cordelia Kondas
Kontrik Family
Francis Kopczyk
George & Dorothy Kosak

Al & Elizabeth Kosman
George Kostelnik
James Kovalyak
Wilma Kowach
Carroll Kowchuck
Rev. Msgr. Robert Kozel
Jerry & Margie Krajci
Helen Kralosky
Rita Krenicky
Sister Lorita Kristufek
Sharon Krug
Cecelia Kruly
Jim & Marge Kubalic
Rev. Eugene Kubina
Rev. Edward Kunco
Mary Louise Kundrat
Kunsak Funeral Home
John Michael Kuss
Frances Kuzma
Linda Kuzma

- L -
Ladies Pennsylvania Slovak  
     Catholic Union Branch 64
Ladies Pennsylvania Slovak  
     Catholic Union-Pittsburgh  
     District
Cathy Budias Lakatos
Patricia Spisak Lamaur
Duane & JoAnn Lanzy
Joan Larkin
John M. Lee
Jayne Lemon 
Mrs. Joseph Lendvay
Rev. Ronald Lengwin
Lennox International Inc.
Christine Lewandowski
Margaret Kneiss Libsch
Richard Lind
Loretta Link
Richard Lintz
Father Edward Litavec
Mary Louise Lococo
William Long
Ann Rodgers Longenbach
Kathy Lore & Family
Helen Lorinc
Sister Magdalene Lovrich
Luigi’s Pizza & Ristorante
Suzanne Luse

- M -
Maceyko & Oravec Families
Martina Macik
Sue Madej
Joan Madeja
Ross Madia
Patricia Mahler 
Tom Malaczewski
Catherine Mancuso
Elizabeth Manga
Helen Maracek
Marian Hall Home
Nancy Markovich
Harold & Dorothy Marley
Stephen Marsch

Edward Fijewski
Clarence & Veronica	Finch
First Catholic Slovak Ladies  
     Association Senior  
     Branch 111
First Catholic Slovak Ladies  
     Association-Beachwood,  
     Ohio
First Catholic Slovak Ladies  
     Association-Homestead 
     Branch 424
First Catholic Slovak Ladies  
     Association-Pittsburgh  
     Okres
First Catholic Slovak Union,  
     St. Michael’s Society  
     Branch 2
Mary Ann	 Fischer
Evangelina Flagmeier
Patricia Flemming
Christine Formichella
Lois Fortier
Thomas Fowler
Samuel & Rosalie  
     Fragapane
Franciscan Friars
Arjanna Frank
Nancy Freyvogel
Diana Fries
Barry & Carol Fritch
Ann Fry

- G -
Dan Gallagher
Rev. Leo Gallina
Elaine Galvin
Paul & Barbara Gannon
Drs. Gary & Jean Ganser
Armandina Garcia
Isela Garganta
Margaret Garner
John Gasdaska III 
Kevin & Lori Gasiorowski
Rev. James T. Gaston
Karen Gaus
Anna Gaworski
Sam & Madeline Gazzolo
Elissa Gensiak 
Catherine Gerencser
John & Loree Gerich
Alex Gerwell
Annette Gerwell
John & Ruth Gesselberty
Rev. John Getsy
Johanna Giasi
Nancy Gilbert 
Annette Giovanazzi
Dee Dee Giovanazzi
Edward Glagola
James & Mary Glancy
William Glancy 
Anthony Glodava
Irene Glodava
Sister Marie Glodava
William & Mary Goceljak
Ginny Goehring
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- N -
Sharon Nabati 
George & Lois Nakata 
Ronald & Gail Nakata 
Marie Natale
Ralph & Juliann Nauman
Patricia Nebinger
Mark & Deb Neely
Jan Neitzel
Rachel Neverdale
Lois Ann Newman
Minn Nguyen
Edward & Mary Ann Nickles
Dolores Berard Noschese
Edward & Lenore Novak 
Sister Irene Novak
Ralph & Dorothy Nypaver

- O -
Diane Oberst
Betty Obies
Jerrylyn Obrero
Cathy O’Brien
James & Roberta O’Brien
Loretta O’Hara
Elaine Oliver
Mr. and Mrs. S. Oliveri
Florence Olshavsky
Janet O’Malley
Shirley Onacilla
Catherine Rusiski O’Neill
Ellen Onofrey
Joanne Osborn
Inez Osborn-Miller
Joseph & Joann Oven
Maryanne Oxford

- P -
Donna Pace
Janet Pajak
Paladin Associates 
Rev. John Palko
Marcella Palko 
Sister Francesca Parana
Mary Ann Parana
William & Margaret Parana
Parassio Family
Sister Rene Parent
Dr. & Mrs. James Pareso
Samuel & Debra Patti
John & Dorothy Pavlasky
Anna Pavlic
Joe & Jean Pavlik 
Joseph & Pamela Pavlik
Phyllis Pavlik
Robert Pavlik
Geralyn Payne
Mary Heyl Pecora
Stephen Pecuch
JoAnne Pekarik
Casimir Pelligrini Jr.
Joan Pense
Susan Peone
Ann Perchinsky 
John & Susan Perdick
Jorge & Kathleen 

     Perez-Lopez 
Veronica Perkins
Mary Ann Petkervich
Frank & Bernice Petrarca 
Rose Petro
Rusty & George Petro
Dorothy Petroncha
Jody & Mary Pettis
Karl Pfeffer
PHA Interdiocesan Fund 
     for Religious
Joseph Phillips
David Pifer
Edward & Jean Pillar
Pittsburgh Window 
     & Door Co.
William & Grace Polak
Pauline Polding
Donna Poler
Janice Pook
Russell & Deborah 
     Poppleton
George & Theresa Poracky
Marlene Porter
Patricia Potter 
Charlene Prelecz
Carole Preskar
Anthony & Judith Prezioso
Dorothy Derbish Pudysz
William & Carol Puz
Katherine Pyros

- R -
Michael & Dorothy Rainski
Joseph & Lynne Rajsteter
John Rakszawski
Joyce Ramusivich
Roberta Ravasio
Marty Ray 
Joseph & Barbara Raykos
Deacon Thomas Raymond
Paul Reinsel
Kenneth & Kathleen Remaly
Barbara Rentko
Caroline Renz 
Diane Rex
Barbara Reybitz
Richey Goodyear
Raymond	 Riddles
Joseph Rock
Frederick Rogan
Roman Catholic Diocese 
     of San Angelo
Anna Marie Romo
Drea, Paul & Julianne Rosko
Joseph & Lucille Rovnak
John & Vera Rudzik
Mary Jeanne Olexa Rulli
Dave & Barb Ruslander

- S -
David Sabol
Mary Sabol
Saint Rita in the Desert  
     Roman Catholic Church
Barbara Saltern 

Nicholas Santiago
Carol Savage
Nancy Weaver Savage
Mary Schadt
Karen Schiavone
James & Dolores Schmidt
Rev. Francis Schoenauer
School Sisters of St. 
    Francis-Czech Province
Deirdre Schuetz
Barbara Schwenni
Edward Sedlock Sr.
Maureen Sekercak
Robert & Carol Sellman
Frances Semler
Henry & Carole Sepulveda
Michael P. Setto
Joellen Sexton
Joseph & Sandra Sgriccia
Sister Marian Sgriccia
Mark Sgriccia
Harry Shaw
Kevin & Anna Marie Shields
Paul & Rosemary Shiman
Elva Silay
Rosemary Silay
William & Nancy Silay
Sheila Rae Sima
Piera Simms
Judy Simpson
Carol Sirianni
Sisters of Charity 
     of Nazareth
Sisters of St. Francis 
     of Philadelphia
Sisters of St. Francis of the  
     Neumann Communities
Sisters of the Holy Spirit 
Sisters of St. Joseph
Emil & Dorothy Skalicky
Roland Skeen
Michael R. Skirp Excavating  
     & Paving
Slovak Catholic Sokol
Gail Ann Small 
Bernadette Smith
Burton & Donna Smith
Geraldine Smith 
Mary Jeanne Olexa Smith
Pattie Smith
Virginia Smith
Esther Smoulder
Dr. Daniel Solinsky
Wilma Sonoga
Mary Lou Sorg
Louise Butler Sotace
Laura Spadaro
Jean Osborn Spires
James Spisak
Theresa Springer
SS. Peter & Paul Ukrainian  
     Catholic Church
St. Ann’s Lodge No. 153
St. Francis Academy 
     Alumnae Association

St. Gabriel Post 1365 CWV
St. Ignatius Loyola Parish
Nancy Stasiak
Janice Cabaday Stazer
Alice Stebelski
Joseph & Joan Stelmack
Stelmack Dobransky 
     & Eannace
Sister Bernadine Marie  
     Stemnock
Edward & Marian Stemnock 
Robert & Lisa Stemnock 
Agnes Stephan
John Stofanak 
Mary Stofanak 
Jim & Marcie Straka
Rhoda Strishock 
Edward Strisovsky
Maynard & Dorothy Strohm
Mary Suber
Joseph & Ruby Suchy
Susan Suhy
Sunrise School Flower Fund
Anthony & Susan Super 
Sandra Superka
Robert & Betsy Swaditch
Rev. John Sweeney
Dorothy Szykowny

- T -
Agnes Takacs 
Charles Talaber
Mary Ann Tarquino
Louis & Debi Tate
Martina Tate
Jeffrey & Bonnie Taylor
Robert & Roberta Tedesco
Rose Teluch
Daniel & Mary Ann  
     Tempestini
Walter & Barbara Tenley 
     & Friends 
David & Theresa Thoder
Rev. James P. Thomas
Tom & Judy Thomasik
Bill & Annette Thompson
Rev. Andrew Tibus
Helen Tilgner
Joan Timer
Ralph Timko
Mary Ann Tkacik
Dr. John & Donna 
     Marie Tomley
Marie Topper
Margaret Ruiz Torres
Ken & Carole Towcimak
Kathleen Raybits Traeger
Rex Tresler
Mildred Shelleby Tschipper
Helen Tworzydlo

- U/V -
Thomas Uhrin
Anne Ulans 
Sister Jeanne Marie Ulica
Walter Ulica

Arthur Unger & Sons
Ed Unverdorben
Gloria Upanavage 
Sister Joyce Valese, SSJ 
Joseph & Dorothy Vassa
Rev. Michael Vecchio 
Agnes Velas 
Dennis Velas
Rev. Vincent Velas
Efrain & Cristina Ventura
John & Helen Verdon
Frank & Veronica Vertosick
Anthony & Theresa Vitacco
Joanne Voytek
Robert & Kathy Vrabel
Dorothy Vrana
Elizabeth Vrana

- W -
George & Leona Wagner 
Rev. Gary & Linda Walbert 
Mary & Barbara Walczak
Edward & Sharon Wallace
Francis & Mary Lou Walters
Mary Wanker
Maureen Ward-Reath
Bruce & Teri Waxman 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Waxman
Darwin & Bernice Weber 
Jeanne Weiser
Western Pennsylvania 
Slovak Day Association
Lawrence White
Loretta Wiezorek
Thomas & Patricia Wiley 
Monica Williams
Nina Fazio	 Williams
Robert & Julia Winkler Jr.
Patricia Wivell
Richard Wojciechowski
Nancy Weaver Savage Wolf
Joseph & Della Wolfe 
Rev. Phillis Wolford
Bernadette Wyzkoski

- Y/Z -
J.S. Yako
Sophia Yakubik
Stella Yanik 
Josephine Yarish
Mark & Kathleen Yarish
Loretta Yasher 
Mr. & Mrs. William Yenca Sr.
Joan York
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Young Jr. 
Sister Ruth Zacharias 
Bernadette Zak
Manuel & Delia Zamora
Joanne Zaun
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Zaun
Mary Zawie & Family
Jean Zigmund
Mary Zolkowski
Eugene & Marie Zollner
Frank Zugell
Andrew Zurchin



Donations In MemoryDomenica Bado
Scott & Gemma Wright 

Sister Mercedes Benko
Ann Chawner 

Rosemary Janik
Helen McComb

Betty Obies
Joseph & Joan Stelmack

Lisa Bica
Robert & Lisa Stemnock

Mary Biskup
Dr. John & Donna Marie Tomley

Isabel Boeh Forsythe
Dorothy Brownley

Sister Susanne Cherney
Helen Tilgner

Sister Immaculata Vavrek
Harold & Dorothy Marley

Mike & Frances Chonko
Michael & Rita Horgas

Bernadette Crummie
Ruthanne Bluemling
Dave & Bonna Dailey

Karen Gaus
William Hahn

Lorraine Horner
Kevin & Anna Marie Shields

Rosemary Silay
Sunrise School Flower Fund

Walter & Barbara Tenley & Friends
Mary Wanker

Edward Demchak
Theresa Chase

Emerson & Associates

Mary Dobransky
Joseph & Joan Stelmack
Robert & Betsy Swaditch

Alma M. Duda
Rev. Andrew Tibus

Edward & Helen Fijewski
Edward Fijewski

Stanley Golen
Lawrence & Christine Golen

Linda Hartman
Heatcraft Worldwide Refrigeration

Terese Keller
Hill & Robin Kilgore
Henry & Ann Kloots

Lennox International Inc.
Suzanne Luse

Paladin Associates
Paul & Rosemary Shiman

Francis H. Grolemund
Mary Lou Sorg

Albert & Pauline Hazdek
Dr. Greg & Ginny Moran

Ernest Jacko & Family
Kenneth Dawe

Sister M. Gemma Jerabek
Sharon Krug

Eleanor Kontrik
Peter & Joan Bellisario 

Costa Children 
Lawrence & Virginia Costa 

Theresa Doerfler 
Annette & Dee Dee Giovanazzi 

Kathleen Harrington 
Kontrik Family 

John & Dorothy Pavlasky 
Janice Pook 

Elva Silay

Mary Kruly
Florence Braszo

Norman & Roseann Brown
Ann Cenkner

Roger & Frances Dice
Lawrence & Christine Golen

Linda Hartman
Helen Kralosky

Dave & Barb Ruslander
Joseph & Ruby Suchy

St. Gabriel Post 1365 CWV

Martha Kutch
Larry & Linda Dull

Florence Lewandowski
Christine Lewandowski

Sister Marcella Meluch
Sylvia Ashley

Sister M. Concepta Mino
Nancy Mayornick Gray

Patricia Ann Hudson 
Mutterer

Ann Rodgers Longenbach

Mary Nakata
Joseph & Marie Balogh 

Thomas & Ethelann Becker 
Karl & Valerie Bennett 

Ernest & Mary Jane Greaser 
Stephen & Ann Marie Guttman 

Keith & Nancy Huber 
Daniel & Carol Husser 

Michele Husser 
Bernard & Pamela Kametz 

George & Lois Nakata 
Ronald & Gail Nakata 

Kenneth & Kathleen Remaly

Leonard Novak
Ann Fry 

Maryann Janis

Donald & Sally Palko
Marcella Palko

Helen Perdick
Christina Formichella 

Ann Fry 
Kevin & Lori Gasiorowski 
Joseph & Carol Holst Jr. 

Wayne & Pat Kincaid 
Anna Kleinschuster 

John & Susan Perdick 
Edward Strisovsky 
Sandra Superka 

George & Leona Wagner 
Jeanne Weiser 

Joseph & Dorothy Vassa

Sister Clementine Skalicky
Marcella Palko

Charles Schuler
Dominic & Kathryn Brandy

Jerry Brandy Jr. & Family
Drs. Gary & Jean Ganser

Samuel & Debra Patti
Katherine Pyros

Jean Schuler
Sheila Rae Sima

Carol Sirianni

Sister Therese Sedlock
Mary Klassen

Harold & Dorothy Marley

Beanie Seriana
Janet Seriana O’Malley

Sarah Sheredy
Bernadette Hromulak DeMay

Patricia Smith Dougherty
Edward Dougherty

Sister Sylvester
Barbara Rentko

Sister M. Andrea Tibus
Rev. Andrew Tibus

Frank Walczak
Mark & Barbara Walczak

Sister Lawrence Waxman
Helen Bay 

Frances Bomberger 
P.P. Dayberg

Mr. & Mrs. John Ferri 
Patricia Fleming 

Catherine Gerencser 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Heist

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Hurtik 
Charles Husovsky 

Anne & Faith Jones 
Daniel & Mary Ann Keleman 

Grace Kelleher 
Sister Marie Bernadette Kelleher 
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Mrs. Joseph Lendvay 
Tom Malaczewski 

Edward & Anita Michaylira 
Barbara Miller 

Joan Miller
William & Patricia Minford 

Veronia Perkins
Charles Prelecz 

Joseph & Barbara Raykos 
Diane Rex 

John Stofanak 
Mary Stofanak

David & Theresa Thoder 
Agnes Velas 

Efrain & Cristina Ventura 
Clarice & Clare Vresk 

Rev. Gary & Linda Walbert 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Waxman 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Waxman & Family 
Rev. Phillis Wolford 

Josephine Yarish 
Mark & Kathleen Yarish 

Mr. & Mrs. William Yenca Sr.

Marlyn White
Judy Simpson 

Lawrence White

Joseph R. Yurko
Elaine Galvin

Helen Murawski

Sister Doloretta Zugell
Greg & Diane Drews 

Father Edward Kunco
Mary Louise Lococo 
Kathy Lore & Family

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Mueller
Ann Perchinsky

Frank Zugell

Donations In Honor
Anna Baghetti

Frank Baghetti

Sister Marietta Bankos
Mary Muller Bogle

Caden Celesky
Celesky Family

Mary Colta
Joan Madeja

James & Dolores Jobe
Rev. Robert Miller

Rosemary Madeja
Joan Madeja

Sister Anna Catherine 
Melichar

Dr. Andrzej & Cynthia Maleski



School Sisters of St. Francis
Mount Assisi Convent
934 Forest Avenue
Pittsburgh PA  15202-1199

Address Service Requested

Take a bite out of the winter chill 
when you purchase delicious 
warmth through the weekly 
soup sale at Marian Hall Home 
in Pittsburgh. Various flavors are 
featured each week, including 
yummy varieties like Stuffed 
Pepper, Italian Wedding and 
Chicken-n-Dumpling to name a 
few. Soup is $5 per quart. Place 
your order before noon on each 
Thursday through April 17, 2015 
by calling 412-761-6004. Orders 
are ready for pickup on Friday 
afternoons.

Soup’s On!
St. Francis Center for Renewal in 
Bethlehem has some wonderful items 
available for holiday or year-round 
gifting.

Sister Jo Goolish has added a new 
pair of designs to her Canticle of the 
Creatures notecard collection. The 
Brother Fire-Sister Mother Earth cards 
are now available, as are the Brother 
Sun-Sister Moon and Brother Wind 
& Air-Sister Water sets so popular in 
2013. Each boxed set of six full-color 
notecards comes with accompanying 
envelopes for $6 per box.

The Center also is offering its popular 
cookbooks again. Peace & All Good: 
Recipes Celebrating the Holidays. 
and Peace & All Good: Recipes Celebrating 
Faith, Food & Friendship are $18 each.

Proceeds benefit Renewal Center 
programming. To order notecards or 
cookbooks, contact Jan Gough at 
610-867-8890 or stfranciscenter@gmail.com.

Notecards, Cookbooks for Gifting

Spiritual Merchandise

Brother Fire

Sister 
Mother Earth


